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++WVlore slaughter every day in Iraq 


+++Bush wants $87 billion for occupation 


++Blair is sending more troops 


by MATTHEW COOKSON 


EVERY DAY brings more 
horror for the Iraqi people. 
US soldiers killed 18 year old 
Farah Fadhil two weeks ago 
when they threw a grenade 
through her window. 

Her legs were shredded, her 
hands burnt and punctured by 
strips of metal. She had been 
walking to her window to try to 
plead with soldiers who were 
spraying bullets at her apartment. 

US soldiers also shot Mar- 
wan Hassan in the same raid. He 
had been looking for his brother. 
The soldiers did not even report 
the killings. 

The US claims that it has to 
stop “looters” and “guerrillas”. 
But the real looters are US multi- 
nationals like Halliburton which 
are looting Iraq of its oil. 

Bush’s designs for Iraq have 
run into deep trouble, because 
of the continuing chaos in Iraq 
and Iraqi resistance. 

Bush demanded $87 billion 
more from the US Congress last 
week. He wants the United Na- 
tions to send troops to back up 
the occupation. 

Tony Blair is sending 1,500 
more British troops to Iraq. The 
situation in Iraq is like that of 
Vietnam in the 1960s, and this 
time Britain as well as the US is 
directly involved. 

The US establishment is 
sinking deeper into a quagmire. 
Its only response is to throw 


Blair: more troops 


Bush: more money 


more troops into the region, to 
treat the people more brutally. 

The US lost in Vietnam. The 
movement against war and oc- 
cupation is much bigger and 
stronger today than that against 
the war in Vietnam. 

The next step to turn up the 
pressure on Bush and Blair is the 
national demonstration in 
London on 27 September. Every- 
one who opposed the war and 
Blair’s lies should be there. 


DEMONSTRATE AGAINST OCCUPATION 


SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER, 12 NOON, CENTRAL LONDON 
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Link up the battles 
to bring down Blair 


JOBS PROTEST 


TONY BLAIR will go if the anger 
over his lies and the war on Iraq 
comes together with the deep 
bitterness about people’s lives in 
Britain. 

And that no longer seems aremote 
possibility. 

Blair's popularity and satisfaction 
with the government are both plum- 
meting. The ebbing of support recalls 
nothing so much as the death throes 
of Tory leaders Thatcher and Major. 

But it’s not just a general mood 
among the population. 

Central figures in the Labour move- 
ment are now calling for Blair's head. 

Tony Woodley of the TGW U union 
told a fringe meeting at this week’s 
TUC that Blair should resign over the 
war on Iraq. 

Other union leaders caught the 
same mood. 

Even people who voted for the war, 
like former cabinet minister Michael 
Meacher, now denounce it in explicit 
terms as a war about US control of the 
globe. 

Meacher has been a Labour MP for 
33 years, and held various ministerial 
posts going back to the Wilson and 
Callaghan governments in the 1970s. 

He served in Blair’s cabinet as en- 
vironment minister for six years until 
he was removed in June. 

If he now thinks the war was an 
imperialist outrage, imagine what many 
other Labour members and support- 
ers think. 


Anger runs deep 

The war is the central issue, but it is 
also linked to the resentment over long 
hours, low pay, job losses, the pensions 
robbery, the relentless pressure at 
work, and rotting public services. 

This week's TUC gave a glimpse of 
the fury over those questions among 
millions of people. 

One recent study showed that 30 
percent of fathers with young children 
are working more than 48 hours a 
week, Is that the work-life balance we 
hear so much about? 

Another report found that 40 per- 
cent of workers over 50 have already 
decided to delay their planned retire- 
ment date because their pensions are 
now so pitiful. 

O ver 1.5 million manufacturing jobs 
have gone since Blair came to office in 
1997. New Labour says that the 
number of people in employment is 
soaring. 

But this week we discovered clear 
Bae that well paid full time jobs are 

eing replaced by Mcjobs— part time, 
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Workers at Birmingham's threatened Alstom train factory 
marched to the city’s town hall on Friday of last week. 
The 1,300 workers at the factory face their jobs being 
axed. They had announced they would lobby local council 
leaders on Friday of last week to win support in a 
Campaign to save jobs. On Thursday managers at the 


factory told workers they could only join the lobby if they 
took the day off with no pay. 

Some of the furious workers reacted by staging an 
unofficial strike. “We were all disgusted and everyone on 
the shop floor downed tools,” said one worker. On the 
Friday the lobby went ahead as planned. 


unskilled and poorly paid work. 

A survey of Amicus union mem- 
bers who lost jobs at Rolls-Royce, Ford 
and BAE Systems shows two-thirds 
were still unemployed a year later. 

Of those who did get jobs, two 
thirds took wage cuts— averaging 40 
percent. 

The billions spent on war are a 
daily reminder to the pensioner and 
the redundant engineer that there 
should be enough money for decent 
pensions and jobs. 

But N ew Labour has squandered it 
ona war for oil and US power. 


al 


£194.2 million from 
advertising inthe last 
year, which made up 
39 percent ofits 
revenue. 

Your money will 
help us to ensure that 
there is an anti- 
capitalist, anti-war 
paper that is written, 
read and sold by 
people who want to 
change the world. 
@Send cheques or 


We need action 

The trade union leaders should be or- 
ganising action to bring together the 
war in Iraq and the war at home. 

They should also be saying that we 
want much more than replacing Blair 
with Brown. 

It is no good replacing the man who 
organised the war with the man who 
forced us to pay for it. 

We need to stop Blair now. 

This week the government took 
the next step towards imposing foun- 
dation hospitals. 

That is another deep inroad for 
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BOB CROW, 
RMT union 


“Socialist Worker 
has beena 
beacon of light 
right through the 
Campaign against 
the war in Iraq 
TAO MSIATOLOLOM OL 
recognised for the 
role it played.” 


general secretary of the 


privatisation in the NHS. 

Later this year Blair wants to ram 
through top-up fees, despite intense 
opposition from inside the Labour Party. 

The immediate focus is the anti- 
war demonstration in just two weeks 
time. That is the most important task 
for everyone. 

But we should also be linking that 
fight to the other issues. The postal 
workers battling for decent pay should 
be on that demonstration and the anti- 
war activists should be supporting the 
postal workers’ struggle. 

Let's hit Blair with both fists. 


mNcrclellare 
Socialist Worker 
doesn’t just 

keep you 
informed, it 
makes you part of 
the movement 
that’s changing 
the world.” 

CHINA MIEVILLE, 


novelist and 
campaigner 


Readers meet 


SOCIALIST Worker 
journalists and circulation 
staff have been on the road. 

We have been out at 
meetings of readers across 
the country, discussing with 
you how we can improve 
your paper, and how 
together we can make sure 
all those who want Socialist 
Worker each week getit. 

People have talked of 
how they use Socialist 
Worker, and why itis different 
to other papers—especially 
because readers write for the 
paper themselves. 

In Manchester last 
Saturday one reader 
explained, “I workin acall 
centre and Socialist Worker 
is really useful for me. 

“| sella few copies to my 
workmates. When | showed 
them areportl’d sentinto the 
paper people wanted to read 
it, and! sold three times more 
papers!” 


Back to school 


AT Ameeting in west London 
last week a number of school 
students spoke. 

One explained, “When 
the government was 
preparing to bomb Iraq we 
discussed organising a 
walkout at my school. | 
worried if people would 
come out. 

“But then | read in 
Socialist Worker how 
hundreds of school students 
in Glasgow and elsewhere 
had walked out against the 
war. That made you much 
more confident.” 

Others discussed 
whether they thought 
Socialist Worker should 
have more of people 
speaking about what they 
felt and did, or have more 
background information and 
analysis. 


Tube map 


ANOTHER MEETING in 
London last week heard a 
worker on the capital’s 
underground explain, “We 
wantto build a real rank and 
file network and 
organisation, but | think you 
can only do that if at the heart 
of it are a group of people 
whowill defend clear 
socialist ideas. That’s why 
organising around Socialist 
Worker is important. 

“Like the tube lines 
themselves we’ve had to 
work out distribution lines. 
We call ours the Red Line. It 
is difficult because of shifts 
but it’s important to work to 
keep the distribution going 
every single week. 

“We start at 4am on 
Wednesday. The earlier 
people get the paper the 
better—tt’s up with the news 
and really helps people.” 

There will be readers’ 
meetings over the coming 
weeks. You can find details 
on page 12 of this week’s 
paper, or you can phone us 
0n 020 7538 3305 to find out 
ifthere’s a meeting planned 
near you. 


Cashin 


YOU CAN get copies of 
Socialist Worker to read and 
sell simply by phoning us on 
the same number (020 7538 
3305), or by filling in the form 
onthe back page of this copy 
and sending itin. 

And did you know you 
can pay online for the copies 
of Socialist Worker that you 
sell? There are no charges, 
it's secure, and we get the 
money instantly. 

Go to www.socialist 
worker.co.uk and click on the 
donate button. 

MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Circulation Department 


4 SOCIALIST WORKER 13 September 2003 


___comment| 


Bush sinking 
in quagmire 


THE OCCUPATION of Iraq has turned into a dis- 
aster for George Bush as well as for the people 
of that country. And disaster for Bush can be 


catastrophic for Blair. 


Just four months ago Bush made a special, tri- 
umphant “mission accomplished” television address 
and Blair went to Basra to congratulate British troops. 


On Sunday Bush made 
nother broadcast, this time 
o claim that Iraq was the 
centre” of a global “fight 
gainst terrorism” in which 
he very future of “civilisa- 
ion” was at stake. 

This, he said, required 
he sending of more troops 
nd spending a further $87 
illion. 

This comes on top of a 
imilar sum already spent on 
he war. 

By comparison, the 1991 
ar against Iraq cost only 
70 billion. 

Four fifths of that cost 
as not paid by the US but 
y Japan, Germany, Saudi 
rabia and Kuwait. 

The scale of the new ex- 
enditure threatens to 
estabilise an already ailing 
conomy and is encourag- 

ng even previously reticent 

emocratic Party politi- 
ians to queue up to chal- 
enge Bush in next year’s 
lection. 

Bush’s central dilemma is 
hat the US does not have 
early enough troops on the 
round to control Iraq and 
mash the growing resistance. 

The country is in chaos. 
he promised “reconstruc- 
ion” is not being delivered 
nd guerrilla groups attack 

S and British troops every 
ay. 

The oil bonus expected by 
S companies of three mil- 

ion barrels a day has been re- 
uced to a mere trickle. 

And the other part of the 
S plan to stabilise the 
iddle East, the so called 
road map” for Palestine, has 
allen apart with the resigna- 

ion of the US nominee Mah- 
oud Abbas as Palestinian 
rime minister. 


Grasp 


The only answer Bush and 
lair have to this is to pour 

till more troops and more re- 
ources into the occupation of 
raq. 

But powerful voices 
ithin the US ruling class 
re warning this is exactly 
he same mistake made in 
ietnam in the mid-1960s. 

On that occasion it took 
ive years for a powerful sec- 
ion of the US ruling class to 
rasp that sending in more 
roops was not going to 
chieve its goals. 

This time it has only 
aken four months for the 
cale of the problem to 
ecome clear. 

The result has been to 
roduce deep splits within the 
neo-conservative” architects 
f the war. 

One group, associated 
ith defence secretary 
onald Rumsfeld, still want 

o insist that their initial 
trategy can be successful. 

This was to use only a rel- 
tively small, 160,000-strong 

orce—a third of the size 
sed in the last Gulf War. 

They believe that sending 
ore troops will make their 
oal—the US being able to 
age two or three wars at 

he same time—impossible. 

Another group wants to 
se the United Nations as a 
over for getting troops from 
ther countries. 


MATTHEW 
COOKSON 
on Bush’s 
dilemma over 
Iraq 


That means getting 
agreement to what they are 
doing from France, Russia 
and Germany. 

This is the path Bush has 
begun to follow. 

He now talks of France 
and Germany as “old 
friends’, saying, “We cannot 
let past differences interfere 
with present duties.” 

This is a long way from 
the language used by the 
Bush gang in the run-up to 
war of “old Europe” and 
“cheese-eating surrender 
monkeys”. 

But any reliance on the 
European powers through the 
cover of the United Nations 
is anathema to the hard core 
of the Project for a New 
American Century, headed by 
Robert Kagan and William 
Kristol. 


Stark 


They saw the war asa 
way of the US asserting its 
ability to dominate the 
world’s other capitalist states 
militarily and economically. 
They see any retreat from this 
approach as a disaster. 

They wrote in the Pro- 
ject’s magazine, Weekly 
Standard, last week: 

“Tt is an illusion that this 
mess can be handed off to 
someone else and we can go 
about our business. The 
choices are stark: 

“Either the US does what 
it takes to succeed in Iraq, or 
we lose in Iraq. 

“If we lose we will not 
leave behind blue helmets, 
but radicalism and chaos, a 
haven for terrorists, and a 
perception of American 
weakness and lack of re- 
solve in the Middle East and 
reckless blundering around 
the world. 

“That is the abyss we may 
be staring into if we do not 
shift course now.” 

Yet it is difficult to see 
how Bush can ward off a se- 
rious defeat for US imperi- 
alism without UN cover. 

He will believe that if he 
gets it, he can resume his 
plans for pre-emptive assaults 
against other countries on the 
Project’s list—from Syria, 
through Iran to North Korea, 
and even Venezuela and 
Cuba. 

But defeat, like that 
defeat 28 years ago in Viet- 
nam, will make it very diffi- 
cult for the US to engage in 
such further barbaric mili- 
tary adventures. 

That is why we have to 
step up our pressure to get 
the British troops out and to 
oppose adamantly any 
scheme to keep the occupa- 
tion going under a United 
Nations guise. 

Continuing and increas- 
ing the opposition to the oc- 
cupation of Iraq can see 
Bush’s project buried. That 
could be as significant as the 
US defeat in Vietnam. 
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million 


The government 
now pays £270 
million a year more 
in subsidies to the 
private companies 
that run Britain’s 
railway system 
than it paid to 
British Rail before 
it was privatised. 


A vote winner for 
the Republicans 


GEORGE BUSH seems 
set to use the same 
methods that were used 
to put him in the White 
House when he stands 
for re-election as 
president of the US. 

Remember how the 
key vote in US state of 
Florida depended on 
punch card machines? 

Now the head of the 
company that is hoping 
to sell voting machines in 
the state of Ohio has told 
Bush’s Republican Party 
in a recent fundraising 
letter that he is 
“committed to helping 
Ohio deliver its electoral 
votes to the president 
next year”. 


Forced to fight 
for rights 


NEARLY 40,000 
American troops destined 
for Iraq are not US 
citizens. 

Many of them are 
poor Latino immigrants 
who are resident in the 
US. They hope to speed 
up their citizenship 
claims. 

According to the US 
Department of Defence, 
“The military services 
have processes in place 
to help service members 
expedite their 
citizenship. 

“The estimated time 
for application is about 
six months.” 

That is far less than 
for civilians who have to 
wait several years. 


Morecash - 
down the drain 


EVEN MORE public 
money is to be spent on 
the ludicrously expensive 
Portcullis House, the new 
office block built for 
MPs. 

Water fountains in the 
atrium are to be dug up 
and replaced only three 
years after they were first 
installed at a cost of 
£100,000. 

Apparently self- 
cleaning chemicals in the 
water have corroded the 
concrete. 

Some £234 million 
has already been spent 
on Portcullis House, 
which includes 
£150,000 of taxpayers’ 
money spent on 12 fig 
trees leased for five 
years. 


noua There's a new verdict 
of ‘suicide by cop’ 


HORNSEY coroner’s court 
in London has come up 
with a worrying innovation. 

It is the first court in Britain 
to record a verdict of “suicide by 
cop”. Michael Malsbury was 
killed by a police gunman after a 
siege at his home in November 
2001. 

The inquest decided he had 
tried to get himself shot. 

Coroner William Dolman 
offered the jury the chance to 
record a verdict of suicide, 
asking them “particularly to 
bear in mind the words ‘suicide 
by cop’”. 

The phrase comes from the 
US. 

Deborah Coles of campaign- 
ing organisation Inquest said: 

“Common sense says this 


[Come oN 


was not suicide. He was shot 
dead by the police. 

“How can that be suicide? It 
might well be lawful killing but 
it was not suicide. It is an ex- 
tremely dangerous precedent.” 


There are signs that the ver- 
dict may be sought more regu- 
larly in the future. 


A recent review of 24 police 


shootings by the Police Com- 


plaints Authority claimed “self 
harm or suicidal intentions arose 


in 12 out of 24 cases (including 
seven of the 11 fatalities)”. 


PREMIER Detention Ser- 
vices, who run the Dungavel 
detention centre for asylum 
seekers, have plumbed new 
depths. They have fined a 
mother for “offences” includ- 
ing sneaking food into her cell 
to feed her two children. 

The company will fine 
Fatima Jailana Muse, an asylum 
seeker from Somalia, her entire 
weekly allowance of £3.50. 


IN| THE WARFARE S 


Tasting their own medicine 


THREE GERMAN police of- 
ficers couldn’t rely on the 
stock defence of discredit- 
ing witnesses when they 
were charged with beating 
up protesters recently. 

Two of the protesters 
they assaulted when they 
moved in to smash up a 
demonstration were them- 
selves undercover plain- 
clothes officers. 

The court case revealed 
that the two undercover 


IN THIS WEEK 


snapshots from history 


THIRTY FIVE 
YEARS AGO 


1968 

The first issue of 
Socialist Worker was 
printed. 

It carried the headline 
“No Retreat! Engineers 
Can Smash Pay 
Freeze”. 

An article condemned 
the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia. 

The back page carried 
reports from workplaces 
and campaigns sent in 
by activists around the 
country. 


officers were observing a 
demonstration from a car 
park. They were dressed in 
“scene” clothing—black 
hooded tops. 

A drunken man threw a 
beer can towards the police 
officers. 

It hit no one. But the 
police waded in attacking 
people indiscriminately. 

The three officers who 
attacked their colleagues 
were each given 12-month 


suspended sentences. The 
presiding judge, Thomas 
Semprich, phoned the de- 
fence team during the trial 
to advise them to change 
their strategy. 

He wanted the officers to 
plead guilty so that he could 
give them sentences of less 
than 12 months, which would 
have meant that they could 
remain in the police force. So 
much for the independence 
of the judiciary. 


The hidden health 
costs of bullets 


THE PENTAGON has 
recently given another 
demonstration of its 
commitment to 
environmentalism. 

It has asked Alliant, which 
is the world’s largest 
manufacturer of ammunition, 


to develop lead-free bullets 


for use by US troops in 
combat. 

According to Bob 
DiMichele, a spokesperson 
for the US army’s 
“environmental centre”, says, 
“This is not a fire and forget 
kind of thing. 

“Eventually, we have to 


pay somebody to go out 
there and clean up that 
lead. 

“With lead bullets there is a 
cost in health, human safety 
and clean-up.” 

It must be very reassuring 
for civilians in Iraq to know that 
soon they may be gunned 
down by troops using 
“environmentally friendly” 
bullets. 

They will also be extremely 
pleased to hear that there is 
no danger of all that 
poisonous lead getting mixed 
up with the radioactive 
depleted uranium. 
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“lam not in 
dispute with the 
Sun on this 
week’s 
coverage.” 

DAVID BLUNKETT 
New Labour's home 
secretary 

on the Sun’s weeklong 
asylum-bashing series 


“The pressures 
on the leader’s 
time are 
enormous. Pray 
that IDS will have 
sufficient time to 
think and rest.” 
THE CONSERVATIVE 
CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 

in their weekly e-mail 
prayer for Conservative 
Party leader lain 
Duncan Smith 


“People urge me 
to get rid of this 
right wing 
government as 
quickly as 
possible. But 
when | explain 
that we can’t do 
anything before 
the elections 
they look at me 
as if | wasa 
bastard.” 
FRANCOIS HOLLANDE 
leader of France's 


opposition Socialist 
Party 


“These judges 
are mad twice 
over! First, 
because they are 
politically that 
way, and second 
because they are 
mad anyway. To 
do that job you 
need to be 
mentally 
disturbed. If they 
do that job they 
are 
anthropologically 
different.” 

SILVIO BERLUSCONI 


Italy’s right wing prime 
minister 


on the judiciary 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 
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Reflection of workers: 
growing anger 


Union leaders and members launched into New 
Labour's policies this week 


KEVIN OVENDEN 
reports from Brighton 


THE RIFT between the unions and 
Tony Blair’s government came 
into full view at the TUC confer- 
ence this week. 

Union leaders and delegates 
representing over seven million 
workers tore into every core New 
Labour policy—from the occupa- 
tion of Iraq to foundation hospitals, 
top-up student fees and the anti- 
union laws. 

Calls for action over the pen- 
sions crisis moved to centre stage. 

Even union leaders who have 
spent the last six years slavishly de- 
fending New Labour felt they had 
to get behind motions that signalled 
confrontation with the government. 

On issue after issue those union 
leaders who normally speak up for 
the government had to vote for 
motions that laid into New Labour. 

Those motions were composites 
drawn up from separate resolu- 
tions submitted by individual 
unions. That process has usually 
meant filleting out left wing criti- 
cism of New Labour. 

This time the bulk of proposals 
from the left stayed in. 

So the motion on rights at work, 
passed unanimously on Monday, 
called for “the right of unions to 
engage in secondary industrial 
action” and to “determine their 
own rules in relation to discipline 
and exclusion” of organised racists 
and fascists. 

The best-received speeches 
were those that articulated the im- 
mense bitterness of rank and file 
trade unionists with what the 
Labour government is doing. 


Challenging New Labour 
Bob Crow, general secretary of the 
RMT rail and transport union, won 
loud applause when he said: 

“People on the TUC general 
council who talk about partnership 
with the employers must meet dif- 
ferent partners than I do. 

“Brian Souter is the boss of 
Stagecoach buses. His drivers, our 
members, in Devon went on strike 
over pay. 

“He bussed in managers from 
all over the country to scab. If it’s 
good enough for the bosses to 
know what solidarity is, it should 
be good enough for us. 

“We want full union rights from 
day one and the right to take sec- 
ondary action in support of other 
workers.” 

Barry Camfield, from the 
TGWU union, said, “Prime minis- 
ter Blair was only half right when 
he promised us fairness, not 
favours. 


ANTI-WAR 


the Stop the War 
Ofer: lit Cola mm Mat-Kexey-liit(ela} 


“He’s certainly done us no 
favours. After years of the Tories 
working families’ expectations 
changed. 

“But the reality under this 
Labour government has been 
vastly different. The firefighters 
were treated appallingly.” 

Most speakers in the debate on 
rights at work limited their criti- 
cisms to specific aspects of the 
anti-union laws and leading TUC 
figures continued to plead for part- 
nership with employers and the 
government. 

But none of them could point to 
any great success from a strategy 
of holding back from confronta- 
tion under Labour. 

Most delegates applauded when 
Bob Crow attacked the TUC’s de- 
cision to invite Digby Jones, head 
of the bosses’ CBI, to speak at the 
conference. 


Leading a campaign 

Crow said, “I don’t want to listen to 
an employers’ representative talking 
about partnership. And we shouldn’t 
simply be talking about consultation 
when there are redundancies. 

“We should be leading a cam- 
paign to stop factories being shut 
down in the first place.” 

Jeremy Dear, general secretary 
of the National Union of Journal- 
ists, said the reality under Blair is 
“low pay, long hours, stress and ill- 
ness”. 

In a debate on “work-life bal- 
ance” Mark Serwotka, general sec- 
retary of the PCS civil servants’ 
union, pointed to the successful 
wildcat action taken by British 
Airways check-in staff at 
Heathrow over the summer. 

“They have shown how to fight 
for a work-life balance and pro- 
vided an example for all of us,” he 
said. 

GMB union delegate Sandra 
Allen works at the Birds Eye plant 
in Grimsby. She called for a cam- 
paign to raise the minimum wage 
for young workers: 

“The work is no less if you are 
16, 17 or 18. So why should there 
be age limits and exemptions for 
the minimum wage? 

“We want to see an end to that. 
All workers should get a decent 
living wage.” 

A group of workers facing re- 
dundancy at the Alstom engineer- 
ing firm observed the conference 
on the first day. 

“We are here because we face 
being thrown on the scrap heap,” 
said one. 

“The government’s just not lis- 
tening to us. We are here to get the 
union movement to listen, give us 
support and do something.” 


demonstrations showed 
we have the power to 


This year’s TUC conference has seen huge bitterness at New Labour 


THE CONFERENCE reflected 
the shock and fear of millions 
of workers that they will be 
forced to work till they drop as 
pension schemes are wound up 
and cut. 

Tony Woodley, the incoming 
leader of the TGWU, accused 
bosses of stealing £19 billion 
from pensioners through 
pensions contribution holidays. 

Woodley said, “Ronnie Biggs 
has spent 35 years on the run 
for stealing pennies compared 
with what the employers are 
stealing now.” 

Gerald Imison of the 
teachers’ and lecturers’ ATL 
union said, ““The government 
has failed to learn the lessons 
from Robert Maxwell by 
playing with public sector 
pension funds as though they 
were government property 
rather than being held in trust 


by the government to 
take us to war. “I 


for pensioners.” 

Jennie Drake, from the post 
and telecoms CWU union, said, 
“What motivates employers is 
the desire to transfer risks to 
employees and reduce costs. 
British employers have saved 
billions by closing final salary 
schemes. 

“For years and years when 
the stockmarket was rising 
employers took contribution 
holidays but when it fell they 
dumped the risk onto the 
employee.” 

Tony Brockman from the 
National Union of Teachers 
called moves to raise the 
retirement age a “disgraceful 
swindle’. 

He said, “It is telling 
working men and women they 
will have to stay at work for 
years longer to get a pension 
they thought they had already 


Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament (CND), 


Picture: John Harris www.reportdigital.co.uk 


Demanding action to halt pensions crisis 


Serwotka— wants protests 


paid for.”’ He added, “That is 
nothing short of cruelty.” 

The conference unanimously 
passed a motion that called on 
the TUC to organise “a 
demonstration and rally in 
cooperation with the 
pensioners’ movement”. 


everything we can to 
have a massive 


It instructed the TUC to 
launch “a sustained campaign, 
including consideration of a 
national day of action, uniting 
public and private sector 
unions”’. 

Tony Brockman called on 
delegates to “build for a 
massive demonstration”. 

Train driver Dave Tyson 
from the Aslef union said, ““The 
great danger is placing all our 
funds and hopes on the 
stockmarket. 

“Where’s the sense of 
putting all our money in the 
very firms we condemn over 
the arms trade and Third 
World debt?” 

Mark Serwotka said, ‘““There 
have been huge demonstrations 
and strikes across Europe over 
pensions. If French, German 
and Austrian workers can do it, 
so can we.” 


chair Andrew Murray 
underlined the 


Turn up the 
heat on liar 
Blair 


OVER 140 delegates 
crammed into a fringe 
meeting organised by 


now has the support of 
14 unions—including the 
five biggest. 

Paul Mackney, general 
secretary of the Natfhe 
lecturers’ union, said, 
“The greatest success of 
the Stop the War 
Coalition is that the 
enormous 


change things. 

“Itis more vital than 
ever that we continue to 
oLUTI Ce Rant 1me) ces: 
movement for peace and 
justice.” 

Keith Sonnet, deputy 
general secretary of the 
Unison union, attacked 
tate MmoCon alate] aim ic:t mam co) (e| 


particularly want us to 
condemn Tony Blair,” he 
said. 

“Together with Italy’s 
Berlusconi, Spain’s 
Aznar and Australia’s 
Howard he makes up the 
right wing axis of evil.” 

Kate Hudson, newly 
elected chair of the 


welcomed the way the 
Stop the War Coalition 
had “grown remarkably 
in just two years”, and 
lak-Xe Re (=\1{-1 (0) ol-te k- Med (oh-1-) 
working relationship 
with CND and the 
Muslim Association of 
Britain. 

“We need to do 


demonstration on 27 
September,” she said. 

Other speakers were 
Tony Woodley of the 
TGWU, Ruth Winters, 
president of the FBU, 
Jeremy Dear of the NUJ 
VavoR-laligai'c-la ame (te) ae (=) 
Galloway. 

Stop the War Coalition 


importance of the 
national demonstration 
in two weeks time. 

The whole meeting 
rose to its feet in support 
of Galloway, who faces 
the very serious threat of 
expulsion from the 
Labour Party for his anti- 
war stance. 


6 SOCIALIST WORKER 13 September 2003 


SEND TO PO BOX 82 LONDON E3 3LH| PHONE 020 7538 0828 | FAX 020 7538 0140 


Ws 1 p Oke ee selcreell 


YOUR VIEW 


Stop the War Coalition stall at Nottingham Green festival 


Anger translates into action’ 


RRIVING BACK in Manchester 
fter the holidays, I was struck by 
he way the stop the war movement 
as developed. 

Anger at the Blair government’s 

ar lies is growing, and this has 
een translated into action. 

Coaches for the 27 September 
emonstration in London have 
Iready been booked by 12 local 
roups. I attend Manchester 

niversity and we already have five 
oaches planned, even though term 
as not started yet. 

Additional coaches are being 
ooked from central Manchester 

ointly with CND. 

There are lots of posters up and 
talls every day, creating an angry 
olitical atmosphere. Many people 

ho accepted the government’s case 
or war now feel utterly betrayed. As 
he extent of the lies becomes 
pparent people are becoming more 
oliticised. 

It is obvious to most people that 

e were right to oppose the war on 
raq from the start. Building the 
emo on 27 September is essential if 


A short sharp lesson 
for bullying bosses 


DURING THE recent 


message. 


we are to keep up the pressure on the 
government and strengthen our 
fantastic anti-war movement. 

Anna Southern 

Manchester 


EARLIER THIS week I submitted 
a motion to Preston council to twin 
with the Palestinian city of Nablus. 

This initiative grew out of the 
anti-war work that was central to the 
Socialist Alliance election success in 
May. The motion is being seconded 
by an anti-war Labour councillor. 

We are keen to ensure that the 
debate doesn’t just take place in the 
council chamber. 

Over the next few weeks we will 
approach local trade unions and 
community groups to ask for their 
support. We will launch a petition in 
support of twinning at a Stop the 
War rally on 8 September. 

As we talk to people about this, 
we will also urge them to come to 
London on 27 September. 

Michael Lavalette 
Socialist Alliance councillor, 
Preston City Council 


firefighters’ pay dispute, an 
incident at a Suffolk fire 
station resulted in personnel 
withdrawing their goodwill 
regarding washing 
contaminated fire kit from 
other stations. 

This is not part of a 
firefighter’s job. 

Six weeks later, and after 
the dispute was finished, a 
now very bullish deputy chief 
decided to throw his weight 
around. 

He called a meeting where 
he dished out an ultimatum. 

He said that the firefighters 
must start washing the kit 
again, and threatened them 
with a 10 percent loss of pay. 

The members reacted 
swiftly. 

They threatened to walk 
out without a ballot and were 
backed up by other branches 
which gave the same 


At the same time | got the 
union’s solicitors involved, 
and a letter was dispatched 


to our management telling the paper. themselves. Rhetoric often 
them to back off, as the threat Do you want to appeal to | backfires by creating 
was unlawful and would be a people outside the party? suspicion. 


breach of contract. 

We have now had 
confirmation that the deputy 
chief acted without seeking 
legal advice. 

The message is clear. 

Management think that the 
FBU firefighters’ union’s 
acceptance of an awful pay 
deal (which Suffolk FBU 
rejected) means that we no 
longer have the stomach for 
a fight. 

A short, sharp lesson has 
been given that, whatever the 
bullies who run the service 
think, members will fight back 
when threatened. 

Paul Woolstenholmes 
brigade secretary Suffolk FBU 


| have seen a lot of 
mistrust from people 
who might potentially be 
active in various left 
movements. 

They think that Blair is a 
liar and a reprehensible 
human being, but they may 
also look at the left and be 
disillusioned. 

There seems to be a 
sense that rhetoric is flying 
around from both sides. 
This creates mistrust and 
eventually apathy. 

| believe what is 
required now to engender 
trust and activism is 
restrained language in 


Picture: Alan Lodge http:// tash.gn.apc.org 


THE BLACKWOOD Stop the 
War Coalition in Wales has just 
booked a coach to take people to the 
27 September demonstration. 

Lots of people who became 
politically active through the 
coalition have already booked 
seats. 

We have been invited to run a 
stall at the preview and each 
showing of the new anti-war play by 
Patrick Jones, a well known 
playwright who is from this area. 

We also plan activities in new 
areas such as Ebbw Vale in the run- 
up to the demonstration. 

With the situation in Iraq 
worsening by the day we hope to 
have a good turnout from the area. 
lan Thomas 
Blackwood Stop the War Coalition 


UP TO 200 people attended a 
public meeting on “Is war the best 
way to tackle terrorism?” held in 
Norwich on Wednesday of last week. 

The author Milan Rai described 
how the occupying forces had 
reinstated members of Saddam 


Socialist Worker. 
The facts are 


them speak for 


covers. 


more working class 


factory. 


that. 


proud of. 
Constance Atwill 
Liverpool 


devastating enough. Let 


| would also like to see 
more visually interesting 


The reliance on imagery 
from the 1920s and 1930s 
ignores the fact that many 


people now go to an office 
every day instead of a 


The graphics can reflect 


| must also say that | am 
fond of the paper, and if you 
didn’t change a thing it 
would be something to be 


Hussein’s regime. These included 
the minister for health, the minister 
for culture and arts and the infamous 
Mukhabarat, the feared and 
despised Iraqi intelligence service. 

Longstanding peace campaigner 
Bruce Kent was inspired by the anti- 
globalisation slogan “Another 
world is possible” springing from 
the demonstrations in Seattle and 
Genoa, and felt that internationally 
the environmental anti- 
globalisation movement was 
growing. 

There were also reports from the 
People’s Assembly in London and 
from an action held at Norfolk 
County Council in which activists 
leafleted council workers about the 
investment of their pension funds in 
the GKN arms company. 

Coach tickets for the Stop the 
War Coalition national 
demonstration were sold. People 
took away posters, leaflets and 
stickers advertising the 
demonstration. 

Peter Offord 
Norwich Stop the War Coalition 


Too much rhetoric False 
on the left? 


| READ Socialist Worker 
and also attend some 

meetings and events. I’d 
like to share my views on 


choices 


IN AN interview on Radio 4, 
education secretary Charles 
Clarke said that the best use 
of education funding was to 
fund early years education 
rather than scrapping 
proposed university top-up 
fees. 

This is a completely 
disingenuous argument. | am 
an “early years practitioner’, 
as we are now known. My 
effectiveness in helping 
young children to learn is 
built on training | received at 
university. 

Children are complex and 
active learners who need 
individual support. 

If Charles Clarke thinks he 
can do this on the cheap we 
may as well drop the 
“education” part of our job 
titles and call ourselves 
glorified babysitters. 

Lucy Cox 
London 


Accept this deal 
to cut our hours 


AS A teacher I must 
disagree with the call to 
“reject” the workload 
agreement (6 September). 
To reject an agreement 
that will reduce the 
number of hours we work 
is ludicrous. 

Teachers are routinely 
doing tasks that were 
previously carried out by 
support staff. 
Consequently, teachers 
become stressed and 
overworked, which is 


Striking support staff 


against the interests of 
the pupils. 

If teachers reject the 
workload agreement this 
will mean insisting on 
doing tasks that ought to 
be done by support staff 
Sion Reynolds 
Portsmouth 


India’s hidden 
history of unity 


| THOUGHT Mark Tully’s 
TV documentary on the 
rise of right wing Hindu 
forces in India was awful. 

He blamed Nehru and 
Western-style secularism 
for the rise of the Hindu 
right in India. 

Could we have an 
article in Socialist Worker 
showing an example of 
unity between Hindu and 
Muslim workers to 
counter the impression of 
hopelessness and right 
wing domination that we 
are getting? 

Martin Chapman 
Swansea 


Forcing Blair 
into asylum 


THE ANOTHER World is 
Possible/Love Music Hate 
Racism festival, held in 
Whitstable on Sunday 31 
August, was really 
successful. 

Over 1,000 people 
bopped, jigged, jived and 
pogoed to some excellent 
bands. 

One of the highlights of 
the festival was “The Trial 
of Tony Blair’, with a 
brilliant impersonation of 
Tony Blair by Alan Mitchell. 
The audience acted as the 
jury and held Blair to 
account for his actions. 

The last I heard Blair 
was seen swimming 
towards Norway seeking 
asylum. 

A festival can unite a 
community. Every area 
should hold one. 

Neville Hutchinson 
Kent 


An alternative 
to Hollywood 
GOODBYE LENIN is an 
immensely refreshing 


documentary-style film. 
It provides historical 


honesty and personal 
intensity, which gives an 
alternative view to the 
mindless nonsense we 
are bombarded with by 
Hollywood. 

Many people today are 
anxious and looking for 
alternatives. Nostalgia is 
most apparent in east 
Germany, as many people 
are unemployed and find 
it hard to survive. This 
longing for socialism is 
addressed in the film. 

Goodbye Lenin does 
not hesitate to reveal the 
brutality of Soviet 
totalitarianism, but also 
creates an image of the 
potential for socialism. 
Henry Ker 
West London 


Crime and asylum 
hide real issues 


HOME SECRETARY David 
Blunkett was set to visit 
Liverpool this week. Fresh 
from warmongering in Iraq 
and scapegoating asylum 
seekers, New Labour are 
coming to whip up fears 
about crime. 

Blunkett’s crime figures 
are no more believable 
than Alastair Campbell’s 
stories about weapons of 
mass destruction. 


David Blunkett 


His agenda is to pull the 
wool over our eyes. It is 
poverty and poor housing 
that Liverpool suffers 
from. 

Jane Calveley 
Liverpool 


Taking us back to 
the bad old days 


IMAGINE THE scenario— 
wealth is in the hands of a 
few, the majority struggle 
to make ends meet. There 
is a consensus that 
poverty and 
unemployment are due to 
individual choice. 

Charities raise money 
to provide for health, 
education and welfare. 

This is not late 19th 
century England. This is 
2003. 

After the Second World 
War a basic living 
allowance, healthcare and 
education were provided 
to the less fortunate. 

These policies 
developed until the early 
1980s. Since then there 
has been steady progress 
towards the scenario 
envisaged at the start of 
this letter. 

Charities have done 
away with the need for 
public services. They 
have become the main 
providers of funding for 
research into cancer and 
heart disease. 

Governments can use 
this as an argument to 
reduce funding. 

Asa Steele 
Barnsley 


POSTAL WORKERS 
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Postal workers are glum about their low pay and the prospect of mass job losses 


Feeling over strike 
allot Is ‘electric’ 


Around 160,000 
postal workers across 
Britam are in the 
middle of a strike 
ballot over pay and job 
losses. Activists spoke 
to Charlie Kimber 


“EVEN MANY people in my 
office who are usually anti-union 
are now arguing for a strike,” says 
a delivery worker from Crowbor- 
ough in East Sussex, near Tun- 
bridge Wells. 

“When the manager spoke to us 
people were laughing and show- 
ing contempt. They were saying, 
‘Tf there are no strings to the deal, 
why are there 30,000 jobs going 
then?’ 

“Management are trying divide 
and rule tactics, saying that those 
of us in the rural areas have to vote 
no against the hotheads in the city. 
It’s a disgusting tactic. 


Win the ba 


“In some ways it’s even more 
important for us to get a wage rise 
here. It’s what people think of as a 
prosperous area but there are no 
jobs unless you’re prepared to 
commute up to London.” 

Paul Garraway works at the 
Headington delivery office in 
Oxfordshire. 

He says, “In the main Oxford 
mail centre some people were 
wearing the strike ballot papers on 
their backs to remind people to 
vote yes—and also just to upset 
the management!” 

A Cambridge postal worker 
says, “I’ve never known sucha con- 
frontational atmosphere at work. 

“Tn the team briefings people are 
growling, passing notes round with 
rather uncomplimentary messages 
about the management speaker. 

“We got the ‘Vote yes’ stickers 
from the union head office last 
week. People were wearing them 
across the mail centre but man- 
agement didn’t dare to tell people 
to take them off. 

“Tt feels like this is no longer a 


pay issue. It feels like manage- 
ment at the top are out to break the 
union, with the government 
behind them.” 

Derek Durkin, the branch sec- 
retary of Scotland No 2 branch 
(Edinburgh, Fife and Borders), 
says, “We’ve had a superb start to 
our campaign with four or five 
leaflets going into most offices. 

“At meetings called by the 
union there has been an electric 
feeling. The Borders, which has 
sometimes been seen as a weaker 
area, had an excellent meeting in 
Galashiels. 


“Management has banned our 
CWU union from holding meet- 
ings in workplaces and tried to 
censor what goes on noticeboards. 

“Predictably that has just got 
people’s backs up. At team brief- 
ings where bosses try to put over 
the case for the pathetic pay offer, 
there has been uproar.” 

Mark Dolan, the CWU North 
London area delivery rep, says, 
“T’ve done 12 meetings in offices 
and you find very few people get 
taken in by the management pro- 
paganda. 

“In the Whetstone office the 


Sorting out the facts 


Postal workers earn a basic 
£261.93 a week. Some have to 
work six days a week trudging 
the streets in all weathers. They 
all work hard in an atmosphere 
of heavy pressure from 
management. 

They have been offered a 4.5 
percent rise over 18 months. 


Extra money depends on 
30,000 job losses and working 
harder and faster. 

Two of the top bosses are on 
basic salaries of £500,000 a 
year. 

The UK mail section of Royal 
Mail made £66 million profit 
last year. 


John Harris www.reportdigital.co.uk 


manager called workers in and set 
up desks and chairs like a school 
classroom. He started lecturing 
people but ended with “That’s why 
it’s really important you vote yes 
in the ballot’! 

“Of course he meant yes to the 
deal, but everyone was laughing at 
him. The rep went up to him and 
said, ‘Thanks for doing my job, 
governor.’ 

“He suddenly realised with 
horror what he’d done and had to 
run round the office sticking up 
notices saying ‘Vote no’.” 

Richard Isdell, the area pro- 
cessing rep for South Yorkshire 
and district amal branch, says, 
“Management hate our leaflets 
and posters which expose the 
truth about how much Royal 
Mail’s top people like Allan 
Leighton gets. 

“Management tear down our 
material, we put it up again and 
so it goes on. There are now a 
string of highly paid managers 
who are permanent noticeboard 
monitors!” 


ot then keep on pushing for strike action 


ALL THE indications are 
thatitis possible to wina 
big yes vote for strikes. 
Every activist has to hurl 
themselves into winning 
that vote. 

But there will be new 
challenges after the 
ballot closes on 17 
September. 

One reliable source 
iCo)Co Before -litimuiola (1g 
that deputy prime 
minister John Prescott 


has already begun 
pressuring CWU leader 
Billy Hayes thata strike 
could “bring down 
Labour and letin the 
Tories”. 

Such pressure will 
grow. 

Royal Mail may well 
run to the courts trying 
to contest the outcome 
of the ballot. 

Some of the union’s 
leaders will want to wait 


F-Yom (eo) ale Too oLex-t-4] 0) (=) 
ot=V(olgeMer-li ale R-(eadcelakelg 
to restrict the strikes to 
token action. 

A big and effective 
postal workers’ strike 
could give hope to 
millions of workers and 
be a big step towards 
further weakening Blair. 

Every union should be 
backing the postal 
workers and so should 
every anti-war activist. 


That is why itis 
essential for postal 
workers to seize this 
opportunity and to build 
now the rank and file 
networks which can 
keep up the fight even if 
their leaders falter. 

a it-we-lale-lele mil (=) 
paper Post Worker is 
heading for its highest 
ever sale. One of the 
(Yel iKelat-|merey-lce mice) (e| 
Socialist Worker that it 


is on course for 9,000 
sales of its latest issue. 
The series of meetings 
for-11{=Yo VA fot-imulfola (1g 
are an important focus 
for all postal workers. 
Meetings are on 
Saturday 4 October at 
2pm in the University of 
Moy areCoyamelalcelaMmat=r-la 
Euston, and in 
Newcastle. For further 
oS ETIES o) aleyal-3 
07904 157 779. 


| POST WORKER 


A MESSAGE FROM 
R 


“ 
20. ty 
DON'T 

TURKY 


Charlie Balch 


Management's tactics 
are fuelling anger 


CHARLIE BALCH, the branch 
secretary of South East Wales 
amal CWU branch (Cardiff 
area), says, “Management are 
trying really hard to influence 
people—two letters to their 
home addresses, meetings at 
work where it’s almost one to 
one with the local manager, 
and soon. 

“Most people think it’s a 
crock of shite. You get all this 
softly-softly partnership stuff 
but the rest of the time 
management treats you like 
rubbish. 

“The only hard argument 
I’ve faced is a certain war- 
weariness because some 
people remember the previous 
pay campaign. Then we hada 
ballot and won it but the union 
leadership persuaded people 
to accept a rotten deal. 

“At one of the meetings a rep 
said, ‘| don’t know Dave Ward, 
the union’s main negotiator, 
but! do know that we were 
shafted last time andI don’t 
want to be shafted again.’ 

“So part of the way | argueis 
that it’s crucial to get the 
biggest possible yes vote, but 
then it has to be turned quickly 
into effective action.” 

John Denton, the London 
regional secretary, says, 
“We’ve pushed out a lot of 
publicity arguing the case for 
two yes votes, one in the 
national ballot and one in the 
vote over London weighting. 

“We have senta postcard to 
every member’s home. 

“Our poster, which contrasts 
how much the people at the top 
of the Royal Mail get compared 
to postal workers, has proved 
really popular. 

“We’ve been publicising the 
issue of London weighting fora 
year, So our members are well 
versed in what the union thinks. 

“Also we have already had 
our own unofficial ballot on 
weighting and won a 99 
percent vote to take action.” 

Fran Choules from Exeter 
says, “There are 39 delivery 
offices in the Devon area and 
we have held meetings in 37 of 
them. These have been very 
important in explaining the 
issues to people. 

“In almost every meeting 
there is someone who stands 
up and says that as it’s obvious 
that the governmentis behind 
the attacks on us, it’s crazy that 
we continue to give all our 
political fund to New Labour.” 


Luviy jubbly 


If aa fall for 

the deal, this time 

next year we'll be 
MILLIONAIRES 


to industrial action 
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Workers wanted Allende’s support 


Vi (-Yate(=Ker-la wacom (oyate (=v male) ol=m Ce) 
satisfy the owners of industry 
and the working class. He will 
have to choose to side with one 
or the other. 

But one side is armed, the 
other not. And Allende shows 
no inclination at all to break his 
jodt=Xe fe [=X Co taleMualce (el (-Meqt- owe) i) 
year ago not to “interfere” with 
the state machine. 

aks) (c¥-Xo Mal-MUUIIM elce) ey-1e) Uy) 
his influence, and that of the 


bureaucrats within Chile’s 
working class based parties 
and trade unions, to persuade 
workers to put up with harsh 
conditions and an erosion of 
last year’s reforms. 

Such a course will tend to 
Corccr-licMerey aviv) (olam-larek-Wt-(e,@0) j 
direction among many workers. 
But itis not likely to lead to any 
great loss in the spontaneous 
militancy in the factories and 
mines. Because of that it will 


not satisfy those who continue 
to hold real power in Chile. In 
the past we have seen a number 
of examples of regimes in some 
ways similar to Allende’s. 

After a period their mass 
JU] o) Leda el-ver-liat-Me(-Uunle) cli s=10| 
EVateh iat-me Co) (-Vaataat=val 
themselves were easily 
overthrown by right wing 
military coups.’ 

Socialist Worker 
20 November 1971 


Allende’s ministers told workers to go home during first coup attempt 


The date 11 September means something very different in Latin America to 
what it represents in the US and Europe. Thirty years ago on 11 September a 
military coup overthrew the democratically elected government of Chile. The 
US government backed the coup with guns, money and CIA support. 

Mario Nain was a young Chilean socialist thrown into prison by the military. 


Here, he tells his 


1 
C 
L 


1964 

Christian Democratic candidate 
Eduardo Frei beats Salvador 
Allende in the elections by 
promising “a revolution in liberty”. 


1964-9 

Frei government buckles to the 

Chilean rich and reneges on its 

promises to give land to the 

peasants and to alleviate poverty. 
Awave of strikes, protests, 


Story 


factory occupations and of land 
seizures by the poor in protest at 
the Frei government. 

In 1969 there are 148 land 
occupations and 1,939 strikes 
involving over 230,000 workers. 
In 1970 there are 5,295 strikes 
involving 316,280 workers. 


1970 
Salvador Allende is elected, with 
36 percent of the vote, and 


C 
VE 


heads Popular Unity coalition 
government which includes the 
Socialist Party and the 
Communist Party. The poor and 
oppressed celebrate throughout 
Chile and around the world. 


Oval 

Allende government 
nationalises the copper mines. 
US multinationals respond by 
beginning an economic boycott. 


In April Popular Unity gets more 
than half the votes in local 
elections—an increase by 14 
percent. 


October 1972 

Right wing go on the offensive. 

Bosses, including lorry owners, 

organise action to try to bring 

down the government. 
Workers respond by seizing 

lorries, breaking into 


R 
C 


supermarkets closed by the 
bosses, and throwing out factory 
owners who tried to stop 
production. 

Workers set up “cordones’— 
coordinating committees linking 
together workers in different 
factories and workplaces. 

Allende responds by passing 
a law giving the army extra 
powers and inviting top military 
officials into his government. 


REMEMBER 11 _ September 
1973. It is deep in the mind of 
every Chilean. Around 7am we 
heard on the radio that there was 
a military uprising. There were 
only two radio stations function- 
ing. We all tuned to the radio. Al- 
lende announced that in the city of 
Valparaiso the navy had risen up and 
taken control of the city. But there was 
no sign of an uprising in the military 
garrison in the capital, Santiago. 

So at first there was hope, but that 
hope was dashed half an hour later 
when one of the two radio stations was 
bombarded. 

Half an hour after that, things had 
changed completely. There was defi- 
nitely a coup going on. Then there was a 
complete darkness, with only military 
announcements on radio and television. 
There was confusion and panic. 

But you couldn’t go on the street be- 
cause you would be killed. It was like a 
black curtain coming down, not know- 
ing what to do. You couldn’t go out at 
all or you would be killed immediately. 

We tried to go out and we found 
seven bodies just around the comer 
from where I lived. It was total war—a 
conventional, well equipped, sophisti- 
cated army against a completely dis- 
armed population. 

So, for the first few days after the 
military coup there was complete disar- 
ray and chaos. Allende made an appeal 
saying that workers should be in the 
factories doing their duty. But this was 
a meaningless strategy to face an army 
with. 

From my area we could see aero- 
planes bombarding the centre of Santi- 
ago. It was as if they dropped a bomb 
on Downing Street. Military personnel 
and tanks were on the street. 

The repression was savage, mas- 
sive, ruthless. If you were a well 
known person there was no trial, no 
concentration camp—there was execu- 
tion on the spot. They persecuted the 
leaders ruthlessly. 

I spent two and a half years in 
prison. I was not an important political 
leader. They did that to me, and to hun- 
dreds of thousands of others, to teach 
us a lesson. We were told in the con- 
centration camps, “This is a lesson. We 
have the power to kill you right now 
because you rose up against the social 
order that we defend.” 


HIGH EXPECTATIONS 
FOR POPULAR UNITY 


Allende and the Popular Unity govern- 
ment had come to power in 1970. Pop- 
ular Unity was made up of six 
parties—the most important of which 
were the Communist Party and the So- 
cialist Party, which dominated the 
working class movement in Chile. 

The 1970s were a period of really 
intense struggle. The ordinary people 
of Chile were really politicised when 
Allende was elected and their expecta- 
tions were very high. 

I remember when Tony Blair was 
elected in this country after 18 years of 
the Tories. There were expectations 
then as well. But in Chile that was 
magnified three or four times. 


June 1973 

Attempted coup by the right. It 
fails, put down by soldiers loyal 
to the government. Huge 
mobilisation of workers in 
response. 

A government minister tells 
them to go home. 

Allende urges calm and 
stresses his “complete 
confidence that loyal forces will 
normalise the situation”. 


‘The Chile experience is 
exciting the British people, 
because their own perspective 
of achieving socialism is only 
possible within the 
constitutional framework, 
following a path similar to that 
taken by Chile.’ 

EI Siglo 

the Chilean Communist paper 
25 March 1972 


The Popular Unity government 
promised to alleviate conditions for the 
poor. It had a political strategy that 
became known as the “Chilean road to 
socialism”. 

Allende was democratically elected 
within the framework of capitalist 
democracy and he began to implement 
very mild reforms. He nationalised 
companies, mainly those owned by 
other countries, like the US multina- 
tionals such as the ITT telephone com- 
pany and the mining companies. 

I think there were around 150 com- 
panies nationalised by the Chilean state. 

Allende was from the old school of 
social reform. He was an extremely 
honest politician, more honest than the 
people we have here in parliament. He 
genuinely believed that society could 
be reformed by parliamentary means. 
That’s why I feel I have to criticise him. 

During the coup he said that he was 
going to stay in the presidential palace 
because that was his duty. He had been 
elected by the majority of the people. 

At that time the Chilean people also 
genuinely believed society could be 
changed by democratic means, through 
elections and representation of the op- 
pressed in parliament. Later on this was 
not the case. 

So Allende’s reforms did not touch 
the Chilean bosses. For example, his 
government provided half a litre of milk 
for children under the age of seven—a 
very important move in a poor country. 
There were also mild agrarian reforms, 
with compensation for the landowners. 

The whole strategy of the Popular 
Unity government was based within the 
constitutional means of Chilean society. 
When we talk about Chilean society, we 
are talking about a capitalist society. 


BOSSES STRIKE TO 
CREATE CHAOS 


In 1972, the bosses decided to try to 
overthrow Allende using political 
means for the last time. The lorry 
owners, who owned large fleets of lor- 
ries, went on strike. 

It was like a pack of cards. The big 
capitalists tried to paralyse the country 
to create economic chaos and panic. 
They were joined by the bosses owning 
factories, the landowners and then by 
middle class professionals like doctors, 
lawyers and university lecturers. 

The Popular Unity government had 
no coherent strategy for dealing with the 
bosses’ offensive. It was paralysed. 

But the response of the masses from 
below gives an extraordinary lesson for 
every socialist. It was a bread and 
butter issue—there was no food. 

There was also the danger that Al- 
lende was going to be overthrown. 

The working class showed a re- 
markable ingenuity. I remember in Oc- 
tober 1972 there was a really important 
meeting in the shanty town where I 
grew up. We were told that the bosses 
were on strike and that food was the 
priority. There was a general assembly 
in my neighbourhood and we began to 
discuss what to do. 

It was clear to us that the food supply 
had to be maintained by any means. We 
formed a committee to expropriate the 


July 1973 
Second round of action by the 
lorry owners. Allende relies on 
the army rather than workers. 
But workers take to the streets 
and continue to set up cordones. 
On 30 July the Guardian 
writes, “Since 29 June many 
more cordones have been 
organised until now they 
dominate all the access roads 
into the capital.” 


Pinochet preferred tanks to elections 


Thousands were “rounded up” 


22 September 1973 


The Santiago Stadium became a centre for torture 


those involved in the cor- 
dones, went beyond the au- 
thority of the Popular Unity 
government. 

One of the cordones in 
Santiago called for coordi- 
nated cordones across the 
whole region of Santiago, 
which has a population of 
four million. They even 
called for soldiers to defend 
the cordones. 

When the first attempted 
coup took place in June 
1973 there was the same re- 
action as before—we had 
to defend the government. 
And again there was mas- 
sive activity from below. 

But, in order to pacify 
the class struggle, the lead- 
ers of Popular Unity said 
that they were going to con- 
trol the workers and they 
even appointed army gen- 
erals in the government. 

The Popular Unity gov- 
ernment was more afraid of 
activity from below than it 
was of the bosses. 

How can a revolutionary 
movement, born in the heat 
of the struggle, defeat the 
bosses’ strike but then, in a 
very short time, allow a 
military coup to slaughter 
them? The answer is that 
the political leadership was 


Pinochet's troops 
launching their assault 
on parliament 

Picture: AP 


‘The movement 
saved the 
government — 
without it the 
government 
would have 
been finished 

in 1972’ 


August 1973 


Allende welcomes all three 
armed forces leaders into the 


cabinet, including General 


Pinochet who one month later 


would organise the coup. 
11 September 1973 


Right wing organises successful 
coup, aided by Henry Kissinger 


and the US government. 


food supply from the supermarkets. We 
also formed a committee of self defence 
and a committee for education, because 
the level of education in the shanty 
town was very poor. 

These sorts of organisations were 
called comandos comunales. They were 
similar to the neighbourhood commit- 
tees formed in Argentina recently. 

Within the comandos comunales 
there were branches dealing with de- 
fence, food supply, health. 

It was an amazing experience. When 
you are involved in a revolution you 
learn very quickly. People began to re- 
alise that they were taking control of 
their own destiny. We were able to main- 
tain order in the neighbourhood more ef- 
fectively than before because everything 
was discussed democratically. 

This was the response of the shanty 
town dwellers to the bosses’ offensive. 

In workplaces, workers formed cor- 
dones industriales. They were similar 
to the soviets in Russia in 1917 or 1905 
or to other workers’ committees that 
have developed in the class struggle. 

The cordones were already there 
when the bosses went on strike. But 
now they organised better, and inde- 
pendently of the trade unions. They 
took over the land and the factories and 
ran them with the principle of workers’ 
democracy. 

Production and distribution of goods 
were discussed collectively. 

In some areas there was a link be- 
tween the cordones at the point of pro- 
duction and the comandos comunales. 

I think there was an embryo of pop- 
ular power and also an embryo of dual 
power. On the one hand the workers 


Songs of resistance 


were forced into exile. 


Then they killed him. 


UNDER PINOCHET thousands 
were murdered and many more 


Thousands were rounded up in 
the football stadium in Santiago. 

One of them was folk singer 
Victor Jara. Pinochet's thugs broke 
the bones in his hands and said, 
“Go and play your guitar now.” 


were building an organisation based on 
democracy and collective running of 
society from below, on the other there 
was the official society. 

Without exaggeration it was one of 
the richest experiences of the Chilean 
working class. 

The independent action of the work- 
ing class and the comandos comunales 
were really the leadership of the work- 
ing class at that moment. 

The Popular Unity government 
was caught in a straitjacket. They 
compromised with the bosses even 
though the bosses aimed to overthrow 
Allende. 

There was a sharp contradiction. 
The government was telling us that it 
was our government. But when we 
marched to the government to ask if it 
would legalise our occupations the 
police would beat us up and trample 
us. 

One of the cordones called a big 
meeting in a stadium which was de- 
scribed as being like the formation of a 
soviet. The working class did not just 
operate independently, it also gave 
leadership to the opposition to the 
bosses’ strike. 

In fact, the movement saved the 
Popular Unity government. Without 
that movement I think that the Popular 
Unity government would have been 
finished in 1972. 

It was the highest point of the class 
struggle not only in Chile, but world- 
wide in that decade. Workers showed 
not only their capacity to organise, but 
they also went beyond the mild reforms 
that the Popular Unity government had 
proposed. 


the football stadium: 


We are five thousand. 


all the cities and in the whole 
country? 


These are extracts from his last 
song, written while he was held in 


‘There are five thousand of us 
here in this small part of the city. 
| wonder how many were in 


Here alone are the thousand 
hands which plant seeds and 


THE ROLE OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES 


While I was in exile I talked with one 
of the leaders of the cordones in Santi- 
ago, who was a member of the Social- 
ist Party. He told me that, during the 
bosses’ offensive and the reaction of 
the working class, there was a huge dis- 
cussion in the Popular Unity govern- 
ment. There were two positions. 

The Communist Party took the posi- 
tion was that we should stop and go no 
further—that was the instruction to all 
their militants. The right wing of the 
Socialist Party had the same position, 
that we should stop the reforms and 
give back the land and the factories. 

You can imagine the demoralisation 
that this caused. 

But there was another wing of the 
Popular Unity, the left wing of the So- 
cialist Party and the Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left. They said we 
should advance and deepen the reforms. 

But the tragedy is that these were 
elitist arguments, which were made in 
conferences. Nobody thought to break 
completely with the structures of the 
Popular Unity government, which were 
incapable of giving an answer to the 
concrete problems. 

At the time I thought, “Popular 
Unity is our government but it is 
giving back the things that we have 
conquered.” But I also felt loyalty to 
the government that we had elected. 
There was a dual feeling towards the 
government. 

But as the class struggle intensified 
the consciousness of one section of the 
class developed. Some workers, mainly 


make the factories run. 

How much humanity 
exposed to hunger, cold, panic, 
pain, moral pressure, terror and 
insanity? 

Six of us were lost as if to 
starry space. One dead, another 
beaten as | could never have 
believed a human being could 
be beaten. 

The other four wanted to 
end their terror—one jumping 


weak, confused, demor- 
alised and in disarray. 

An alternative developed from 
below but it was handicapped. In spite 
of the combativity and creativity of the 
comandos and cordones, there wasn’t 
an organisation to coordinate the action 
of the working class. 

When workers go into action they 
do not have a general picture of society. 
After the rich experience of October 
1972, we didn’t have a revolutionary 
party to generalise that experience. 

Because of the pressure of the 
Chilean bosses as well as US imperial- 
ism, the government gave back certain 
factories that were occupied—they 
compromised. 

The revolutionary movement was 
confused as well. They said the move- 
ment existed to reinforce and defend 
the government. So there was no clarity. 

The role of the revolutionary party 
is to generalise the struggle. If that gen- 
eralisation happens the practical expe- 
rience of the working class is richer.. 

During the uprising in Chile, if there 
had been a revolutionary party coordi- 
nating and generalising the struggle and 
with the slogans “All power to the cor- 
dones” and “All power to the comandos 
comunales”, Chile could have been on 
the verge of building a new society. 

So the absence of a revolutionary 
party was the tragedy of Chile really. 

Eventually the movement was de- 
feated in the most savage manner. It 
was a question of political leadership. 
We had a political leadership inter- 
ested in reforming rather than 
changing society. 

The Popular Unity government said 
that the armed forces were going to 


into nothingness, another 
beating his head against a 
wall. But all with the fixed stare 
of death. 

What horror the face of 
fascism creates! They carry out 
their plans with knifelike 
precision. Nothing matters to 
them. 

To them, blood equals 
medals, slaughter is an act of 
heroism.’ 


Find the right 
culture in the 
Left Field 


| DON’T know about you, but | hate colum- 
nists who write about their holidays abroad. 
So | had better apologise in advance! 

This year | stayed in a tiny village just out- 
side Marciac in the south west corner of France. 

Marciac, a village of 6,000 inhabitants, puts 
on the biggest jazz festival in Europe. Over two 
weeks some of the greatest names in jazz 
played there—Wayne Shorter, Oscar Peterson 
and Wynton Marsalis. 

A few hundred miles down the road in Larzac, 
at least 350,000 celebrated the release from 
prison of anti-capitalist activist Jose Bove. 

It seems that every town and village in France 
puts on cultural festivals of some type or another. 

And the tiny village | stayed in, population 
345, spent more on its summer firework dis- 
play and classical music concert than the bor- 
ough of Hackney, population 200,000, spends 
on its Guy Fawkes Night celebrations. 

Are you sure? | hear you ask. Absolutely— 
last year Hackney council pulled its firework 
festival, claiming it cost too much. 

How can small villages, co-operatives and 
trade unions across Europe put on massive 
celebrations, yet your average city council in 
Britain can just about muster a few bits of tinsel 
to pass off as Christmas decorations? 

| think there are two reasons. Firstly, New 
Labour and its town hall stooges are not inter- 
ested in culture—they dropped any idea of en- 
riching people’s lives years ago. Pop Idol, Cliff 
Richard and Andrew Lloyd Webber musicals are 
the cultural pinnacles as far as Blair is concerned. 


Worshipping the market 

Secondly, and more importantly, this is a gov- 
ernment that worships the market. Unless it 
makes a profit, New Labour doesn’t want to 
know, and councils have long ago given up the 
idea of resisting PFl and budget cuts. 

The Notting Hill Carnival demonstrates the 
bankruptcy of New Labour’s promotion of culture. 

This year over a million people attended 
Europe’s largest festival. The figures were down, 
yet what is the government’s solution? In- 
creased corporate sponsorship. 

Along with heavy-handed policing, growing 
levels of commercialism have been responsi- 
ble for driving people away. 

But I’m glad to say this column is not just 
going to praise the left across the Channel and 
moan about the state of affairs in Britain. 

Geoff Martin, one of the key organisers of Left 
Field at the Glastonbury festival, told me, “There 
is a turnaround taking place in the unions with the 
election of more left wingers. But we’re missing 
a trick if we don't roll that out into other areas— 
education, cultural activity and youth work.” 

This is what Left Field is doing. For those who 
don’t know, Left Field was launched two years ago 
to bring culture, politics and the ideals of the trade 
union movement to a new, younger audience. 

On the first day of this year’s Glastonbury, Left 
Field put on a Love Music Hate Racism (LMHR) 
rave and discussion panel on combating the 
Nazis. On Saturday Tony Benn debated the Iraq 
war, and Mark Steel and Mark Thomas pushed 
the Left Field message home in fine comic style. 

There are moves afoot to make sure there 
are Left Field events at every major musical 
festival next year. 

Last week in Stoke, the Labour-controlled 
council and LMHR came together to put on a 
2,000-strong festival against the Nazis. The TUC 
are continuing to back their Respect festivals and 
local campaigners in Whitstable organised a 
1,000-plus anti-capitalist/anti-Nazi festival. 

It's great to see a section of the trade union 
movement putting its money where its mouth is. 
It’s inspiring to see activists using events as a 
way of bringing people together to challenge the 
cultural bankruptcy of the multinationals. 

As well as making politics interesting for a new 
generation of activists, they are also helping to 
save music from the music industry. 

MARTIN SMITH 
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REVIEWS 


Television It’s not often you get a TV drama which champions 


workers’ 


struggles 


THE STORY OF 
PEOPLE LIKE 


about three generations of work- 
ing class women in Glasgow. 
Their story reveals an inspiring his- 
tory of political activism and working 
class militancy rarely seen on TV. 
Donna Franceschild wrote The 
Key. She spoke to Socialist Worker 
about why political drama is back in 
fashion. 


Te KEY is a major new drama 


Do you think dramas like The 
Key can wina big audience? 
The time is right to swim against the 
tide. Once, politics were an accepted 
part of TV drama. Then we were told 
that any political commitment was 
anachronistic. 

Iam willing to be attacked for what 
I believe. I am not willing to have 
them dismissed as unfashionable. 

The conditions under which 
people live and work haven’t 
changed. The rich are getting richer, 
the poor are getting poorer, they are 
still working long hours and some get 
killed at work. 

In The Key I wanted to show the 
parallels with the past. We are still 
fighting for something better. The call 
centre, like the one where Jessie 
works in the programme, is really the 
present day sweat shop. 


Did you face any obstacles in 
making sucha politically 
committed programme? 

Most British historical dramas get 
funding from US companies. But, 
surprise, surprise, no big US com- 
pany was interested in The Key. 

Thad to do a lot of research and it’s 
not easy. Think of something like the 
rent strikes in Glasgow during the 
First World War. You can read books 
about it but you can’t find out what 
people actually did when they went to 
stop evictions. 

Luckily, I found a video of oral 
working class histories made in the 
1970s. If things like that aren’t made, 
all this brilliant history would be lost. 

Working class history is so impor- 
tant. How can it be possible for us to 
know where we are going if we don’t 
know where we came from? Getting 
rid of child labour, equal pay for 
women, health and safety legislation— 


ROUND-UP 


Mary leading workers in 1915 


all these were fought for. 

Epic dramas like The Key usually 
have 60 or 70 percent male charac- 
ters. I just thought it would be nice to 
skew it the other way. 

It isn’t a “women’s piece’. For ex- 
ample, Mary learns about the power 
workers have when they withdraw 
their labour, but it could easily have 
been a male character. I just thought, 
why not make it a woman? 


Some scenes are critical of 
New Labour, especially when 
the aspiring New Labour MP, 
Maggie, clashes with hertrade 
union activist mother. 
Grassroots Labour members were fed 
up with losing to the Tories so were 
willing to make compromises to get 
elected. But the crucial line is when 
the mother says, you can get power, 
but what will you do with it? 

I believe that when change comes 
for the better it has always come from 
below. It happens when people at the 


top give in because they can’t resist 
the pressure any longer. 

The story is not about political 
leaders, it’s about people like us, 
caught up in a wider power struggle. 


What impact would you like 
The Key to have? 

We have already had great support. 
South Yorkshire miners helped us on 
the scene of the big picket at Org- 
reave in 1984. We filmed in Scotland 
and, because we had no money, we 
couldn’t pay for the miners to come 
up. 
They just made their own way up 
and were extras and ended up teach- 
ing all the cast songs from their strike. 
It was brilliant. 

I was so delighted to see all the 
young people out on the streets 
against the Iraq war. I marched against 
Vietnam. 

I think The Key is about asking 
young people to take up the gauntlet, 
to carry on fighting for the things their 


Tales of resistance to racism and war 


@“BBC PROGRAMMES are 
revoltingly coarse,” said a 
Cambridge professor reviewing 
the BBC’s modern retelling of 
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. 

Chaucer’s raunchy stories 
have been popular since he 
wrote them in the late 13th 
century. The new tales feature 
actors like Dennis Waterman, 
James Nesbitt and Julie Walters. 

Don’tbe put off by school 
memories of Chaucer. This isa 
cut above the usual fare. 


Canterbury Tales starts Thursday 11 
September, 9pm, BBC1 


@ THE NEW play by Patrick 
Jones, The War is Dead, Long 
Live the War, is a hard-hitting 


and moving production on the 
barbarity of war. 

Itis performed with two 
characters, one from the 
current war in Iraq and one from 
the First World War. 

The class-ridden nature of the 
armed forces is brutally shown. 

We see underneath the 
laddish exterior to a young 
working class man who is a pawn 
in our rulers’ war game. 

The play doesn’t compromise 
in condemning the actions of 
those armies as they seek to 
suppress those they occupy. 
HUW WILLIAMS 
The play moves from Blackwood 
Miners Institute to the London ICA 
on 15-20 September 


@ BILLIE HOLIDAY’S most 
famous song, “Strange Fruit”, 
is one of the most moving 
condemnations of racism in the 
US ever recorded. 

Her personal life was a hard 
battle against oppression which 
informs all her haunting songs. 

This celebration of Billie is 
based on the words of a series 

of great women 
writers and 
musicians. 
JOE CARDWELL 
_ BillieandMe:A 
, Celebration of 
» Billie Holiday, 
f Friday 19 
September, 
10pm, Radio 2 
A 


parents and grandparents fought for. 

I passionately believe we could 
have a better world, where people are 
not obscenely wealthy at one end and 
ground into the dust at the other. If I 
stopped being angry, I would stop 
writing. 

The Key starts on Tuesday 16 
September, 9pm, BBC2 


Five to watch this week 


1 Second Generation 
Sunday, 10pm, C4 
Drama about the members of 
two Asian families living in 
Britain. Part two is on Monday. 


A History of Iraq by Dr 
Beverley Milton-Edwards 
Wednesday, 11.20pm, BBC2 
This programme debates 
whether the US is set to repeat 
the mess Britain left behind 
when it created Iraq after the 
First World War. 


Great Artists with 

Tim Marlow 

Thursday, 7.30pm, Channel 5 
The art historian has anew 
series on the life and work of 
major artists, starting with the 
Italian Piero della Francesca. 


Chile: The Other 9/ 11 
Sunday, 10pm, BBC4 

A documentary about how 
General Pinochet ousted the 
elected government in Chile on 
11 September 1973 and begana 
17-year brutal dictatorship. 


Martha Gellhorn: 

On the Record 

Tuesday, 9pm, BBC4 
Documents the life of one of the 
first women to report from the 
frontline including the 1936 
Spanish Civil War and the US 
invasion of Panama. 


Compiled by Helen Shooter 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BATH 

Palestine: road map to 
nowhere 

Sun 21 Sep, 4pm, Percy 
Community Centre, New King St. 
BIRMINGHAM BILLESLEY 
Can people power topple 
Blair? 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Warstock Community Centre, 
Daisyfarm Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
Can we beat the 
multinationals? 

Tue 16 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Martenot Centre, Balden Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 25 Sep, 7pm, Monsoon 
Restaurant, Ladypool Rd. 
BLACKBURN 

What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, BangorSt 
Community Centre, Bangor St. 
BOURNEMOUTH 

What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Bournemouth Centre for 
Community Arts, Havilland Rd, 
Boscombe. 

BRADFORD 

Why asylum seekers are 
welcome here 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, Love Apple 
Cafe (nrBradford College). 
BRIGHTON 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place 
(opp Free Butt). 

BRISTOL EASTON 

Hope amid the horror: 

the Warsaw Ghetto 1943 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Maitreya, St Mark's Rd, 
Easton. 

BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

The nuclear family: 

will it always exist? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7pm, 

Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


BURNLEY 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, Red 
Triangle Cafe, St) ames St. 
BURY 

If Gordon Brown is the answer, 
are we asking the wrong 
question? 

Tue 23 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Moses Community Centre, 
town centre. 

CAMBRIDGE 

The IMF, globalisation and 
resistance 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

CB2, Norfolk St. 

With Daniel Ansell. 
CANTERBURY 

Rosa Luxemburg: 

the forgotten revolutionary 
Thu 25 Sep, 5.30pm, 
Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
CHESTERFIELD 

Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Sun 14 Sep, 7.30pm, Santiago 
Restaurant, Sheffield Rd. 
COLCHESTER 

Marxism or anarchism? 

Mon 15 Sep, 8pm, RAD Hall, 
Southway. 

COVENTRY 

Why sexism sells 

Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, Methodist 
Central Hall, New Union St. 
With J udith Orr. 

DARLINGTON 

Can the state be reclaimed? 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, Larchfield 
Centre, Larchfield Rd West. 
DERBY 

Gun crime, the police and 
racism 

Thu 25 Sep, 7pm, Food For 
Thought Cafe, Normanton St. 
DUDLEY 

Lies, deceit and war: time to 
build an alternative to Labour? 
Wed 17 Sep, 8pm, 

Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

GATESHEAD 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Trinity Centre, High St. 
GILLINGHAM 

Chile's 9/11: 30 years since 
the coup 

Sun 14 Sep, 2pm, Oasis Cafe 
(next to Somerfield, off High St). 


Have your say on your paper 


Come and give your view on 

the contents of Socialist Wednesday24 September, 7pm, | Monday22 September, 

Worker and how we can AssemblyRooms, Willesden Green Library, 

expand our circulation. Market Hall. Willesden High Rd. 

Saturday20 September, 2pm, §Monday15 September, 8pm, Thursday 11 September, 

Central Library, Shambles St. Rad Hall, Walsingham Rd. 7.30pm, Owen's Cafe Bar, 

Farmer's Avenue. 

Thursday 25 September, Sunday21 September, 4pm, 

7.30pm, Phoenix Community Friends Meeting House. Friday12 September, 

Centre, Phoenix Place. 6.30pm, International 

Thursday18 September, 7pm, Community Centre, 

Wednesday 17 September, New Horizon Cafe, 61b Mansfield Road. 

7pm, Kuumba Project, Longbrook St. 

22 Hepburn Rd, St Paul's. Wednesday17 September, 

Saturday13 September, 2pm, 7.30pm, 

Thursday 18 September, 7pm, St Peter's St, United Reform Church, 

CB2 Cafe, Norfolk St, citycentre. | Canterbury. Chapel Walk. 

Monday 15 September, Friday19 September, 6:30pm, Sunday 21 September, 3pm, 

7.30pm, Camden Irish Centre, Swarthmore Centre, Trinity Centre, 

Camden Square, MurraySt. Woodhouse Square. Gateshead High St. 
GLOUCESTER LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE NEWCASTLE HEATON 


Chile’s 9/11: 30 years after 
Pinochet’s coup 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Warehouse, Parliament St. 
HUDDERSFIELD 

What is fascism? 

Thu 18 Sep, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 
With Phil Goodfield. 

IPSWICH 

Does social change have to be 
violent? 

Sun 21 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Citizens Advice Bureau. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 

Weapons of mass deception: 
do the media lie? 

Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Centre, Conway Rd 
(behind Harehills mosque). 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Is fair trade possible under 
capitalism? 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

La Cafeteria, Hyde Park Corner. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 

Does social change have to be 
violent? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.15pm, 
Rendezvous, Lark Lane. 


» INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
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oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 
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Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.15pm, 

Magnet Cafe, Hardman St. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

George Bush's doctrine: 

the fight against the new 
imperialism 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, Wicked 
Foods, Upper Parliament St. 
LOWESTOFT 

If Blair goes is Brown an 
alternative? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Kirkley Crossing, 

London Rd South. 

LUTON 

Is all science progressive? 
Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Hightown Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford Centre. 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
Che Guevara: more than just a 
revolutionary icon? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Saffron Restaurant, 
Cheetham Hill Rd. 
MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Chorlton Library. 
MANCHESTER HULME 

Global warming: 

is it too late to take action? 
Wed 17 Sep, 7pm, 

Claremont Centre, Rolls Crescent 
(behind J unction pub). 
MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
Taking to the streets: 

a history of popular protest 
Wed 24 Sep, 6.30pm, 

Saajan Cafe, Wilmslow Rd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Is capitalism in human 
nature? 

Wed 24 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Withington Library, 

Wilmslow Rd. 

NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH 
Lula, Brazil and the limits of 
reformism 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Newcastle University Employees’ 
Club, Jesmond Rd. 


What would socialism look 
like? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Trewhitt Road Community Centre. 
NORWICH 

Does social change have to be 
violent? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Owen's Cafe Bar, Farmers Ave. 
NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
Asylum hysteria: why refugees 
are made scapegoats 

Thu 25 Sep, 7pm, 

Art Exchange, Gregory Boulevard. 
OXFORD 

The politics of George Orwell 
Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

With Gareth enkins. 

PLYMOUTH 

Is there anything good about 
capitalism? 

Mon15 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Marx, upstairs, 

Voodoo Lounge, MayflowerSt. 
PORTSMOUTH 

Which way forward for Africa? 
Sun 21 Sep, 7pm, 

Cafe Citrus, Albert Rd. 

PRESTON 

Do we need violence to change 
society? 

Tue 23 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Unity Centre, Shepherd's St 

(off Church St). 

ST ALBANS 

Iran: Bush’s next quarry? 
Mon15 Sep, 7.30pm, Trinity 
Church Hall, Victoria St. 

With Phil Marfleet. 

SHEFFIELD FIRTH PARK 

Forty years on, is Martin 
Luther King’s dream a reality? 
Sun 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Clock Tower. 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Chile’s 9/11: 30 years since 
the coup 

Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, Hartley 
Street Project (nrS hakespeare). 
SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Burton Street Project, Burton St. 


SHEFFIELD HUNTER’S BAR 
Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Trinity United Reformed Church, 
Ecclesall Rd. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

Forty years on: is Martin 
Luther King’s dream a reality? 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Highfields Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON CITY CENTRE 
Gun crime, the police and 
racism 

Thu 25 Sep, 8pm, 

Cook House, St Mary's St. 
WATFORD 

Life after capitalism 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

New Trade Union Hall, 

Woodford Rd. 

WHITSTABLE 

The revolutionary ideas of Karl 
Marx 

Sun 14 Sep, 3pm, Marx & Sparks 
(cnr Warwick Rd/ Albert St). 
WIGAN 

Asylum seekers: the truth 
behind the hysteria 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, Wigan Pier. 


ACTON 

Can the left reclaim the 
Labour Party? 

Tue 23 Sep, 8pm, West London 
Trades Union Club, High St. 
BRIXTON 

Chile’s 9/11: 30 years since 
the coup 

Mon 22 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Dogstar, ColdharbourLane. 
With Mario Nain. 

BROMLEY 

Cuba: the last socialist 
society? 

Mon15 Sep, 7pm, 

United Reformed Church, 
Widmore Rd. 

CATFORD 

Is human nature responsible 
for war and greed? 

Tue 23 Sep, 7pm, Ciabatta Cafe, 
119 RusheyGreen Rd. 
CLAPTON 

Can the left reclaim Labour? 
Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 
downstairs, Round Chapel, 
Lower Clapton Rd. 

CROUCH END 

Islam, resistance and 
revolution 

Wed 17 Sep, 8pm, 

Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 
Mayfield Rd (off Weston Park). 
CROYDON 

lraq’s history of resistance 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
DALSTON 

Forty years on, is Martin 
Luther King’s dream a reality? 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Halkevi Centre, 

92-100 Stoke Newington Rd. 
EALING 

The Black Panthers 

Wed 17 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Woodville Rd. 

ENFIELD 

Can we change society without 
violence? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Angel CommunityCentre, 
Raynham Rd, Edmonton. 


FINSBURY PARK 

Can we have fair trade under 
capitalism? 

Wed 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Gadz Cafe, Clifton Terrace. 
HIGHBURY 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 18 Sep, 6.30pm, 

String RayCafe, Highbury Barn, 
HighburyGrove. 

HONOR OAK 

Blair or Brown: is there an 
alternative? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Ackroyd Community Centre, 
Ackroyd Rd (off Brockley Rise). 
ILFORD 

After Congo and Liberia: what 
will end Africa’s suffering? 
Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Noir, York Rd (nr Ilford ==). 
KENTISH TOWN 

The Project for the New 
American Century 

Thu 18 Sep, 7pm, 
Mediterranean Cafe, 

Kentish Town Rd. 

With Anthony Casey. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Iran: between the US and the 
ayotollahs 

Tue 23 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tabernacle, Powis Sq. 
LEWISHAM 

Famine and war: the legacy of 
colonialism in Africa 

Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Hunkarim (cnr Lee High 

Rd/ Marischal Rd). 
MUSWELL HILL 

Islam, resistance and 
revolution 

Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Muswell Hill Centre (behind 
Marks & Spencer). 

NEW CROSS 

Blair or Brown: is there an 
alternative? 

Tue 23 Sep, 7pm, 

Moonbow J ake’s, 

275 NewCross Rd. 
PECKHAM 

The body for sale: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Peckham Library. 

With J ulie Waterson. 

POPLAR 

Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Island House, Castalia Sq 
(off Manchester Rd). 
STAMFORD HILL 

Chile 1973: the other 9/11 
Thu 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Cyprus House Cafe, 

Manor Parade, Manor Lane. 
SWISS COTTAGE 

Islam and revolution 

Wed 24 Sep, 7pm, 

Swiss Cottage Community 
Centre. 

UXBRIDGE 

Can we have capitalism with a 
human face? 

Thu 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

York Rd. 

VICTORIA 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Tue 16 Sep, 6.30pm, 

King’s Arms, 

Buckingham Palace Rd 
(nrVictoria 2). 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 
(0207924 0333 


Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 
( 02070532071 


Local SWP if East London Nottingham 
07939 951 376 07739 712 432 
Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07971 583 934 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 
(020 7053 2153/ 4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

( 0207609 2999 07766 258 329 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 


(02079879989 


07984 674 582 


07739 372 844 


07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07903 918 236 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07761 853 925 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 
(07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07791 102 291 07947 180 994 
Spark Chesterfield Manchester Waltham Forest 
www.onesolution.org.uk 07881 558 590 07946 413 763 07796 697 271 
( 07887967585 Coventry Merseyside West London 
Scottish Socialist Party 07712 047 873 07952 410 718 07742 002 111 
www.scottishsocialistparty.org | East Anglia Norwich York 


( 01412217714 


07734 903 378 


07734 903 378 


07961 317 117 


Standing 
up for 
refugees 


by MARK BROWN 
secretary Glasgow Campaign to 
Welcome Refugees 


OVER 2,000 people joined the 
biggest, and angriest, 
demonstration yet last Saturday 
against the Dungavel refugee 
detention centre in Lanarkshire 
(right). 

Scotland’s “asylum prison” 
has been the subject of protests 
since it opened two years ago. 

Saturday’s demo began with 
furious demonstrators banging 
on the huge metal barrier 
around the centre chanting, 
“Shut it down!” 

The crucial factor on 
Saturday was that the Scottish 
TUC called the march. 

Trade unionists turned out in 
good numbers, with banners 
from the TGWU, FBU, Unison, 
AUT and, most noticeably, from 
the EIS teachers’ union. Many 
refugees came including Mercy 
Ikolo from Cameroon, who was 
recently released from Dungavel. 

Labour MP Michael 
Connarty declared “shame” on 
both immigration minister 
Beverley Hughes, for her 
defence of Dungavel, and fellow 
Labour MPs who refuse to 
speak out against government 
asylum policy. 

Other speakers included 
STUC general secretary Bill 
Speirs, SNP leader John 
Swinney and Scottish Socialist 
Party MSP Rosie Kane. 


ELECTION 


FIGHTING RACISM 
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Shock as BNP win 
Essex council seat 


The British National 
Party won its 18th 
council seat in Britain 
last week, in the Essex 
town of Grays on the 
outskirts of London 


THE RESULT gave added ur- 
gency to debates at this week’s 
TUC on building a mass campaign 
to beat back the Nazi BNP. 

The result in Grays is espe- 
cially worrying, as the town is 
little different to dozens across 
the country. 

Grays is the main town in the 
area covered by Thurrock council. 

The council includes Tilbury, 
home to London’s main docks, the 
giant Lakeside shopping centre in 
West Thurrock, and the Dartford 
bridge and tunnel across the 
Thames. 

Grays is just beyond the end of 
London’s tube system, and is on 
one of the main commuter roads 
and train lines into the capital. 

The area is traditionally solidly 
Labour. The two local MPs are 
Labour, as are 35 of the 49 local 
councillors. 

The BNP won the by-election in 
Gray’s Riverside ward, which was 


sparked by the death of one of the 
three sitting Labour councillors. 

The turnout was low at 22 per- 
cent. But this is higher than the last 
time the ward went to the polls in 
May last year. 

The main reason the BNP won 
was because Labour’s vote fell. 

The Labour candidate got 374 
votes, while the Tory came second 
with 382 votes. The BNP polled 
552 votes. 

Labour’s three candidates all got 
more than 1,500 votes in the 1997 


“Every single day you 
wake up and hear 


another announcement 


from the Home Office 
which is attacking, 
attacking, attacking. 


“They are pandering 


to antisocial attitudes 
out there which are, 
quite frankly, racist.” 


Bill Morris 


outgoing leader of the TGWU union, 
launching into New Labour last week 


council election. 

Carl Morris is one of Riverside 
ward’s Labour councillors. 

He told Socialist Worker, “Most 
local people are in shock after the 
result. The BNP are a racist and 
extremist party. 


Challenging the myths 

“Tn the election they had only one 
issue, asylum and immigration. 
They were going up to people 
saying things like ‘If you want an 
asylum seeker for a neighbour then 


don’t vote for us’.” 

In Carl’s view asylum is “not 
easy for the government”. 

But he adds, “I do think that by 
using the language of the racists at 
times and talking about ‘bogus’ 
they don’t help things. 

“Tt means challenging the myths 
that the country is being flooded 
with asylum seekers. Papers like 
the Sun and the Mail just feed 
stereotypes and racism. 

“From our observations the 
BNP got a higher proportion of its 


support from the more affluent 
areas of the ward. 

“But the BNP got in because 
traditional Labour voters stayed at 
home, and some may have been 
even conned to vote for them. 


Bread and butter issues 
“There is a sense that people are 
disillusioned with the government. 

“The government is generally 
unpopular over issues like founda- 
tion hospitals. Also people didn’t 
necessarily support the action in 
Iraq. 

“We need to learn from the kind 
of campaigns elsewhere that have 
knocked back the BNP. We need to 
work with the community. 

“The vast majority, over 90 per- 
cent of people in the ward, didn’t 
vote for the BNP. We have to mo- 
bilise that majority. We will have 
to work to expose the BNP and get 
them out. 

“The next elections are in June 
next year, but we can’t wait for 
that. 

“We have to deal with the bread 
and butter issues affecting people’s 
lives. 

“The trade unions have a role to 
play in that. I know the TUC has 
produced some good material. We 
have to look at how we use that in 
this area.” 

PAUL McGARR 


CAMPAIGNS 


United we can 
stop the BNP 


THE BNP were beaten ina 
council by-election in Walker, 
Newcastle, last week. 

Kenny Bell, deputy regional 
convenor of Unison Northern 
Region, explained how unions 
are at the centre of a model 
campaign to beat the BNP. 

“There is no room for 
complacency,” he said. “The 
BNP still got 17 percent of the 
vote in Walker. 

“They have pledged to stand 
in every by-election, and next 
year’s council elections. They 
plan to stand in a by-election on 
2 October in Chester-le-Street, 
just south of Newcastle. 

“We managed to stop the 
BNP getting any seats in the 
May elections. 

“But we realised a more 
sustained and serious campaign 
was needed. Unison and the 
regional TUC took the initiative 
to call a meeting which 
launched North East Unites 
Against the BNP. 

“This is an umbrella 
organisation for campaigns 
across the region. The idea is to 
have broad-based campaigns 
uniting community activists, 
churches, Labour Party 
members and members of other 
political parties, and in particular 
trade unionists. 


Launching campaigns 

“We have campaigns going in 
Sunderland, Newcastle, 
Gateshead. A key aim is to work 
with the communities in the 
areas targeted by the BNP. 

“In Walker we had only three 
weeks after the by-election was 
called. 

“Our first meeting had around 
30 people—leaders of 
community groups, churches, 
Labour Party and trade unions 
in Walker. Two days later 15 
people came to a second 
meeting and drafted a leaflet to 
put out. And many of these 
people then leafleted the area. 

“Dealing with the BNP needs 
longer term work. There is no 
doubt that in working class 
communities there is prejudice 
against asylum seekers. 

“At our next regional meeting 
we will be looking at how we 
can effectively challenge the 
myths around asylum. 

“The trade unions have a key 
role to play. The regional TUC is 
organising a training day on 20 
September on asylum. 

“The keynote speakers are 
former cabinet minister Frank 
Dobson and the TUC’s race 
equality policy officer Roger 
McKenzie. 

“In Newcastle and 
Sunderland we are calling 
meetings for those working with 
young people.” 


Building in Kirklees 
Kirklees United Against Racism 
and Fascism brought together 
30 people from Huddersfield, 
Dewsbury and Batley last week 
after the BNP won the 
Heckmondwike by-election in 
north Kirklees. 

Roger Keeley said, “The 
meeting included Labour Party 
councillor Mehboob Khan, the 
Liberal Democrat leader of the 
council, Greens, Kirklees 
Unison, and NUT and CWU 
union members. 

“Widely differing approaches 
were suggested. But there was 
no mistaking the closing of 
ranks against the BNP. 

“Kirklees Unison have called 
a demonstration outside 
Huddersfield town hall when the 
BNP councillor is due to make 
his first appearance.” 
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ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


Back anti-war 
activists in Egypt 


DEMONSTRATION was 
aking place this week in de- 
ence of Egyptian anti-war 
ctivists. 

It is scheduled for Friday 12 
eptember from 5pm to 6.30pm 
utside the Egyptian embassy at 
6 South Street, London W1 
nearest tube Green Park). 

The Egyptian state has 
ailed five activists and is 

hreatening them with 15 year 
rison sentences. 

Jeremy Corbyn MP said he 

ould be at the demo. 


Pension strike 
is Suspended 


ORKERS AT the Rhodia 
hemical plants have sus- 
ended strikes over pensions 
fter the company produced a 
ew Offer. 

GMB and Amicus union 

embers at the Oldbury plant 
n the West Midlands had 
oted for a 24-hour strike as 
he latest phase of their cam- 
aign against the company’s 
ecision to close its pension 
cheme to new workers. 

Many workers feared this 

ould lead to attacks on the 
cheme for existing workers. 

Talks last week saw man- 
gement offer a guarantee that 
he scheme will remain open to 
urrent members until 2012. 

ut the scheme will still be 
losed to new members. 

Some Rhodia workers be- 
ieve that this offer does not go 
ar enough. 


Tests campaign 
fight 


gears up for 
HE STEERING committee 
f the Anti-SATs Alliance met 
ast Saturday to discuss its sup- 
ort for the NUT union’s cam- 
aign against school tests. 

The NUT has sent its mem- 
ers a booklet arguing against 
he tests and a survey asking 
or members’ views. 

The committee agreed to 
irculate model answers to the 
urvey questions. There was 
iscussion of the need to cam- 
aign among parents and gov- 
mors. 

JANE BASSETT, Anti-SATs 
Alliance steering committee 
(personal capacity) 

For material to publicise 
the anti-SATs campaign 
contact Jon Berry, Convenor 
Anti-SATs Alliance, 61 
Cambridge Road, St Albans, 
e-mail nutjon@aol.com. Visit 
the website —www.stopthe 
sats.plus.com 


Remember the 
‘25 year strike’ 


RADE UNIONISTS and 
abour Party members gathered 
t Burston, near Diss in Nor- 
olk, last Saturday to remember 
hat is sometimes called the 
ongest strike in history. 
The rally has been held an- 
ually since 1983, and cele- 
rates a boycott of the church 
chool in the village near Diss, 
hat began in 1914 and lasted 
or 25 years. 
Pupils walked out in protest 
fter teachers Annie and Tom 
igdon were sacked for help- 
ng local farm workers estab- 
ish a union, and went to a rival 
trike school run by the couple. 
Guest speakers at the rally 
ncluded Labour MP John 
ryer. He said, “We live in a 
ime when the traditional 
alues of the labour movement 
re more important than ever. 
eople are facing all sorts of 
roblems because of the 
hanges in working practices, 
he activities of big companies, 
utbacks and all the rest. 
“Labour is not doing enough 
0 support the trade unions.” 
JANE PICKERING 


Bus workers 


Bus stnkes on-and 
other ones behind 


THE WAVE of strikes by bus 
workers over pay and con- 
ditions continues to sweep 
across Britain. 


Hull 


HULL BUS drivers, employed 
by Stagecoach, are striking 
over pay. 

Some 300 drivers walked 
out last Saturday following a 
mass meeting. It had rejected a 
company proposal for a 
phased pay increase that would 
only bring an hourly rate of 
£6.84. 

The drivers want £7.00 an 
hour (they currently earn the 
princely sum of £6.20 an 
hour). 

A further 24-hour strike 
took place on Monday this 
week. Stagecoach are relying 
on a group of 50 managers to 
run services during the strikes. 

However, this is only a frac- 
tion of the normal service. The 
strikers are in determined 
mood but they will have to 
hold more strikes if Stage- 
coach is going to be beaten. 
MEL PINK 


Warrington 


BUS WORKERS in War- 
rington staged the first of 
three one-day strikes on 
Friday of last week. 

The stoppage involved 169 
drivers and workshop staff 
employed by Warrington 
Borough Transport. 

The next strike was due to 
take place on Wednesday 
this week and then another 
next Monday. 

Last week’s strike day saw 
big picket lines outside the 
main bus depot. Parking 
areas normally empty during 
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Victory for striking Devon bus workers has encouraged others 


the day quickly filled up with 
buses. 

WBT has offered workers 
a 4.9 percent pay rise, back- 
dated to April with a further 
4 percent next April. 

But workers, members of 
the TGWU union, say they 
receive significantly lower 
wages than other bus com- 
panies in the area. 

Neil Clarke, regional in- 
dustrial organiser for the 
TGWU, said that staff had 
been pushed into walking 
out. 

“Industrial action is 
almost unheard of among 
transport workers in War- 
rington,” he said. 


Sacked for striking 


ALMOST 100 contract workers 
at the Swan Hunter shipyard 
on North Tyneside have been 
sacked after walking out over 
pay. 

The men, working for C & D 
Industrial Services, held an un- 
official strike and a few days 
later were told they had lost 
their jobs. 

The contract workers said 
their pay was less than that of 
other workers at the yard de- 
spite some having been there 
for up to 20 years. 

Dave Harrison, a spokesper- 
son for the Amicus union, said, 
“They are all time-served crafts- 
men and they are receiving 
£1.95 an hour less than the 


time-served craftsmen who 
work directly for the yard. 

“We are supporting them on 
the claim, but we cannot con- 
done the walkout.” 

When the sackings were an- 
nounced stewards met to dis- 
cuss their response. 

They decided not to go 
back immediately to the picket 
line, but to see what came 
from negotiations. 

The sacked workers were 
due to meet again this week, 
and had not ruled out a return 
to some form of action. 

The union should be back- 
ing the workers 100 percent 
and calling on others to sup- 
port them. 


“Many live in the area and 
have been working here for 
years. They have families in 
the community and their 
customers are very impor- 
tant to them.” 

“But even with the initial 
4.9 percent rise, staff would 
still be paid around £1 an 
hour less than their col- 
leagues in Halton.” 

Workers voted two to one 
for action in a ballot. 


First Group 


STRIKES WHICH were set to 
hit bus services in South 
Cheshire, Stoke-on-Trent and 
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Newcastle this week have 
been suspended after 11th- 
hour talks. 

Engineers working for First 
Group were due to stage a 
walkout on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday this week over 
pay. 

But the action has been 
suspended after a last-ditch 
meeting. 

The strike was set to involve 
members of the TGWU and 
Amicus—a total of about 50 
engineers working at the com- 
pany’s depots in Adderley 
Green, Newcastle and Crewe. 


York 


THE YORK bus drivers 
who have held five days of 
strikes have voted to accept a 
new pay offer. 

The walkouts by First 
York workers have forced 
bosses to improve the deal. 
But the vote to accept was 
close, with some workers 
wanting to continue the 
battle and to go ahead with a 
strike planned for this week. 

In the end the vote was 
121 for the new deal, 70 
against. 

The new offer was for pay 
of £7.20 an hour, with a new 
37-hour working week, one 
hour less than at present. 
The original claim was for £8 
an hour. 

Bosses had originally said 
that £7 was the maximum on 
offer and that drivers should 
be happy with this “good 
deal’. 

Drivers had earlier walked 
out on 27 August, and for 
four days from 30 August to 2 
September. 

They had planned to take 
action on Wednesday this 
week. 


SOME 800 workers at IT com- 
pany Fujitsu Services in West 
Gorton, Manchester, plan to 
take industrial action after staff 
unanimously rejected manage- 
ment’s latest offer. 

The vote came at a union 
general meeting held on 
Thursday of last week, which 
also agreed to increase the 
planned action, adding an 
extra half-day strike before the 
end of the month. 

Action is due to start on 
Monday unless workers accept 
anew offer. 

Management at Fujitsu are 
breaking existing recognition 
and redundancy agreements 
with the Amicus union. 

The dispute only directly in- 
volves staff in West Gorton, 
which is the only site where 


the union is recognised. But 
workers are already benefiting 
elsewhere. 

Management have already 
been forced to give workers an 
extra five days holiday and in- 
troduce sick pay. New people 
are joining the union every 
day. 

IAN ALLINSON 

E-mail messages of 
support to support@ 
ourunion.org.uk, 

fax 0870 705 2814 or write to 
lan Allinson, Amicus, 
Fujitsu Services, Wenlock 
Way, West Gorton, 
Manchester M12 5DR. Make 
donations payable to MSF 
Greater Manchester IT 9827 
Branch. For updates on the 
dispute go to 
www.ourunion.org.uk 


Journalists 


NUJ UNION members on the 
Sheffield Star have named 
dates when they could call 
mandatory chapel (branch) 
meetings after voting for in- 
dustrial action in a ballot over 
pay. 

The dates are on every day 
in the week beginning 22 Sep- 
tember and the meetings can 
take place at any time between 
7am and 3pm. 

In the ballot 80 percent 
voted for a strike. 

Sheffield Newspapers made 
a profit of £8.8 million in 


2001, the last year for which 
figures are available. For the 
last ten years the company has 
made an average profit of 
£14,400 per day! 

The latest offer is centred on 
arise of 2.75 percent or £640— 
whichever is the greater. 
™Send donations, payable 
to NUJ Manchester, to 5th 
Floor, Arthur House, 
Chorlton Street, 
Manchester M1 3FH. Send 
messages of support to 
Julia Armstrong at 
andyjools@hotmail.com 


L] JOHNSTON PRESS man- 
agers in north east England 
have offered cash compensa- 
tion to journalists forced to 
work long hours after NUJ 
members threatened to work 
to rule. 

Reporters on the daily 
Shields Gazette told their 
bosses that regularly work- 
ing more than 50 hours a 
week was making them ill, 
and that they would be stop- 
ping work at 4.30pm from 
now on, whatever the state of 
the paper. 


The firm said that would 
be unlawful industrial 
action. So the journalists 
joined the union and imme- 
diately voted to have a ballot 
for lawful industrial action! 

They were joined by col- 
leagues at the Sunderland 
Echo, who were also at the 
end of their tether. 

Within a day of the Sun- 
derland chapel voting to 
ballot, union reps were called 
in and told that the people 
most affected would get £200 
compensation. 


Council workers 


MANUAL WORKERS in the 
GMB union working for Man- 
chester City Council struck for 
a day on Monday against the 
imposition of the Single Status 
agreement. 

They voted three to one to 
strike in an official ballot. Many 
other council workers in other 
departments refused to cross 
their picket lines. 

Considering that most work- 
ers only found out about the 
strike at the end of last week, it 
was a magnificent show of sol- 
idarity, organised at a rank and 
file level. 

The GMB members who 
were balloted have been of- 
fered new contracts that means 
that some will lose up to £5,000 


per year. The deal will also see 
the imposition of rotas with the 
working day running from 6am 
to 10pm, and weekend working 
with no overtime. 

Although the other coun- 
cil unions, Unison and the 
TGWU, have voted to accept 
the Single Status agreement, 
many who voted to accept 
would not have been fully 
aware of its consequences. 

Developing the strength and 
unity of rank and file organisa- 
tion across the different depots 
and other offices and sections 
will be key to resisting the at- 
tacks in the next few months. 
RICHARD SEARLE, joint 
Unison housing convenor 
(personal capacity) 


Nursery nurses 


NURSERY NURSES in Scot- 
land plan two days of strikes 
in all regions next week. 

Some areas will strike on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
others on Wednesday and 
Thursday. The action will in- 
clude a major protest in Ed- 
inburgh on the Wednesday. 

But the first event is the 
major rally planned for this 
Saturday, 13 September, to 
give other workers and par- 
ents the opportunity to join 
nursery nurses and show 
their support. 

Starting at 1pm on Glas- 


gow Green, it will feature a 
family day, with many free 
events laid on for children. 

There will also be speak- 
ers and support from other 
trade unions. 

The latest offer from the 
Scottish local authority em- 
ployers, dominated by the 
Labour Party, is completely 
inadequate. The top pay rate 
on offer doesn’t even meet 
the bottom of the nursery 
nurses’ claim. 

Nursery nurses have been 
taking strike action for 
almost four months. 


THE FIRST ever Waltham- 
stow festival took place this 
weekend in north east London. 

The themes of the festival 
were “Peace on our streets” 
and “Celebrate our cultural 
diversity”. 

The main stage saw some 
fantastic acts from across the 
world. There was a respect 
stage with a massive Love 
Music Hate Racism banner 
across the top of it, an urban 
peace stage, a dance stage and 
a comedy gig with Mark Steel 
and Shazia Mirza. 

The brilliant thing about the 
festival was that it brought so 
many local people together. It 
was a real cross-section of our 
area—black, white, young, 
old, gay and straight—at least 
2,000 had a good time. 

At the end of the acts on the 


main stage, I spoke for the 
Anti Nazi League. 

I asked everyone to remem- 
ber Awais Alam, who was mur- 
dered by racists, and to stand up 
to racism, the BNP and lying 
politicians who scapegoat 
asylum seekers. Everyone 
cheered when I said the slogan 
“We are black, we are white, to- 
gether we are dynamite.” 

JOE CARDWELL 


AROUND 1,000 people 
took part in an anti-racism 
festival in Stoke-on-Trent 
last Saturday. They heard 
acts including Spooks and 
Miss Black America. The 
day sent a message to the 
BNP, who are organising in 
the area, that their politics 
are hateful, violent and not 
welcome. 


On yer bike 


GET ON your bike to raise 
funds for the Socialist 
Worker Appeal on Sunday 26 
October. There are two 
routes covering 30 miles or 
60 miles, both setting out 
from Victoria Park in London. 

Anyone who wants to 


Diary | 
Upcoming | 
events 


—— 


Saturday 13 September 
@Chile—the other 11 
September. A day of 
videos, discussion and 
music to mark 30 years 
since the coup. From 
11.30am, Room B01, Clore 
Management Centre, 
Birkbeck College, London. 
For details go to 
www.lab.org.uk 


Saturday 27 September 
@ National demonstration 
against the occupation of 
Iraq, 12 noon, Hyde Park, 
London. Called by the 
Stop the War Coalition, 
backed by CND and the 
Muslim Association of 
Britain. 


take part should send £5 to 
the appeal office and say 
whether you want to do the 
30-mile or 60-mile route. 
They will receive a pack 
with details of the ride. 
Write to SW Appeal, PO 
Box 82, London E3 3LH. 


Saturday 4 October 

@ Manchester People’s 
Assembly, from 10.30am, 
Methodist Central Hall, 
Oldham Street. 


Saturday 25 October 

@ United Friends and 
Families national 
demonstration for justice, 
1pm, Trafalgar Square. For 
details phone 08453 307 
927 or go to www.uffc.org 


Monday 27 October 
@Stop the corporate 
invasion of lraq—picket 
against the corporations at 
the Reconstructing Iraq 
conference, 8.30am, 

1 Whitehall Place, London. 
Organised by Voices UK. 


Wednesday 12 November 
to Sunday 16 November 
@European Social Forum, 
Paris. Go to www.fse-esf.org 
to register and book 
accommodation. For details 
of train from London go to 
www.mobilise.org.uk 
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Brent by-election civisenants 


Final push for votes 
In Brent by-election 


THE PARLIAMENTARY by- 
election in the Brent East 
constituency in west London 
takes place on Thursday of 
next week. 

Brian Butterworth, a Uni- 
son union branch secretary, 
is the Socialist Alliance 
candidate. He spoke to So- 
cialist Worker about why he 
is standing, and why he 
thinks Brent needs a social- 
ist alternative: 


°] HAVE spent 20 years in this 
rea, working with and cam- 
aigning for the elderly and 
ulnerable. 

People in the area who 

ould have previously looked 
o the Labour Party feel sorely 
et down by the Labour 
overnment. 

Resources for ordinary 
eople in Brent have declined 
ramatically. There is a huge 
unding crisis in schools and 
ospitals. 

Housing is a particular 
roblem in Brent. There is a 
ast crisis of underinvestment 
nd the area is a wonderland 
or private landlords. 


This is also a very multicul- 
tural area. This is proof that 
black and white can live to- 
gether. But it also means people 
have suffered from the assault 
on refugees and the rise in 
racism. 

Brent East has been a 
Labour constituency for the 
last 20 years. People assume 
that it is a safe Labour seat. 

But Labour’s vote fell from 
23,000 in 1997 to 18,000 in the 
last election. That vote hasn’t 
gone to the Tories. Their vote 
has declined too. 

There are 16 candidates 
standing in this by-election. 
That is indicative of the times 
we’re in. 

Many people feel they are 
not represented by the main- 
stream parties and feel they 
won't get heard. 

A number of the candidates 
are saying that they are anti- 
war. It is a crying shame we 
couldn’t all come together to 
avoid splitting the vote. 

Iam standing on a clear so- 
cialist platform, against the 
war and occupation of Iraq, 
against privatisation and for 


— 


Brian Butterworth 
public services. 

So far I’ve had a very posi- 
tive response. 

This week, for example, 
I’ve been invited to talk to 
community workers in a South 
Kilburn estate. They want to 
talk about the issue of crime 
and drugs, which concerns so 
many people. 

My argument is that we 
need a community response. 
Tougher policing has totally 
failed and has made people 
even more frightened. 

Some people from the local 
Labour Party say that secretly 
they will vote for me. Some 


have gone further and are 
helping the campaign. 

We don’t know what is going 
to happen in an election with so 
many candidates. But we are 
doing our utmost to raise the 
banner of a left wing, socialist 
alternative to the warmongers 
and privatisers of New Labour.® 
Election rally for Brian 
Butterworth, 7.30pm 
Monday 15 September. 
Pakistan Community 
Centre, Station Parade (left 
out of Neasden Green 
tube). Speakers include 
Eamonn McCann, Paul 
Foot, Linda Smith (FBU), 
Ken Loach and Asad 
Rehman. 

m@ Phone Rob on 07743 325 
932 if you can help. 


JA LIVELY hustings meet- 
ing took place in Brent on 
Thursday of last week, or- 
ganised by the Brent Stop 
the War Coalition. 

Eight out of the 16 election 
candidates were represented. 

Labour MP Jim Fitzpat- 
rick spoke on behalf of La- 
bour candidate Robert Evans. 


MEP Evans claims to be 
“uneasy” about the war on 
Iraq—although the war is 
not mentioned on any of his 
leaflets. 

Fitzpatrick, however, took 
a confrontational stance and 
defended the government 
over the war. 

He got by far the loudest 
and most prolonged heckling 
from the audience. 

There were shouts of deri- 
sion when Fitzpatrick said 
there was “‘no connection’’ be- 
tween the war on Iraq and the 
conditions of people in Brent. 

Jackie Brown from Brent 
East Labour Party asked Fitz- 
patrick, “You have spoken 
your views on the war, the gov- 
ernment line, and not Robert 
Evans. Did he lie when he said 
he voted against the war at 
every opportunity in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament?” 

A Labour member also 
shouted out, “Evans was 
only selected because he said 
he was against the war.” 

Fitzpatrick could only 
say, “I don’t have the voting 
record.” 


Engineering workers 


Picture: S O'Neil 


WORKERS AT Goodrich 
Engine Control Systems in 
Birmingham struck against 
redundancies on Friday last 
week and were set to strike 
again on Friday this week. 

Members of the Transport 
and General Workers Union 
(TGWU) have been in dispute 
with the company since the 
summer when the company 
announced 115 jobs would 
go “due to bad trading 
conditions in aerospace”. 

TGWU members voted by 
an overwhelming 95.6 
percent for a series of one- 
day strikes. The job losses 
will affect some of the 650 
employees at the York Road 
plant and the 550 at 
Shaftmoor Lane. 

The plants used to be 
owned by Lucas Aerospace 
until parent company TRW 
sold them to the Goodrich 
multinational. 


Birmingham 


‘We've been taken as mugs for too long’ 


VER 500 people attended an 

nti-war public meeting in 
irmingham last Saturday 
vening. 

The meeting was called, 
The Empire and the Crescent: 

Conference Examining the 
mplications for a New Amer- 
can Century”. 

It was co-organised by 
irmingham Stop the War 
oalition and Amal Press, the 
ublishers of a new book of the 
ame title. 

One of the key contributors, 
mam Zaid Shakir, came over 
rom the US to speak at the 

eeting. 

As a well known and re- 
pected scholar within the 

uslim community he attracted 
arge numbers of people. 

Other speakers included 
eorge Galloway MP, Salma 


Yaqoob, chair of Birmingham 
Stop the War Coalition, and 
Michael Lavalette, Socialist Al- 
liance councillor from Preston. 

There were video messages 
from Mark Curtis, George 
Monbiot and Louise Christian. 

The meeting aimed to raise 
the profile of the demonstration 
on 27 September. This was 
aided by a powerful speech 
from George Galloway, who 
said death was the only excuse 
for not being there. 

The meeting also saw fur- 
ther discussion about what 
next for the anti-war move- 
ment and the need for a politi- 
cal alternative to the lies of 
Blair and Co. 

It was great to be able to hear 
the experiences of challenging 
Labour electorally in Preston 
and examples of successfully 


uniting socialists and sections 
of the Muslim community, con- 
tinuing alliances developed 
during anti-war activity. 

Salma Yaqoob said, “We 
have been taken as mugs for 
too long,” as she argued why 
we must move towards a more 
general challenge to New 
Labour. 

Zaid Shakir talked of the op- 
timism he felt after not only two 
million protesters marched in 
London, but the massive anti- 
war presence in the US too. 

He talked of how the solu- 
tion to the current situation did 
not come through taking up 
arms and going to Afghanistan 
but through political changes 
here and especially through 
greater understanding in West- 
ern society of Islam. 

SAKINA KARIMJEE 


CND 


THE CAMPAIGN for Nu- 
clear Disarmament (CND) 
held its conference in Birm- 
ingham last weekend. The 
350 participants debated al- 
liances with other movements 
and how best to oppose war. 
Kate Hudson was narrowly 
elected as CND national 
chairperson. Kate stands for 
a close working relationship 
with groups such as the Stop 


Exeter 


EXETER STOP the War Coali- 
tion conducted an opinion poll 
in Exeter High Street on Satur- 
day of last week. 

Of the 220 people who took 
part, 75 percent wanted British 
troops to leave Iraq. 

Lizi Allnatt, spokesperson 
for Exeter Stop the War Coali- 
tion, said, “Nearly six months 
after the war officially ended 


the War Coalition and the 
Muslim Association of Brit- 
ain. People with similar views 
won 12 of the 15 national ex- 
ecutive positions. 

In workshops many peo- 
ple called for CND to go 
beyond the issue of nuclear 
disarmament and campaign 
against the war in Iraq and 
the occupation. 

LYNNE HUBBARD 


our poll shows that even many 
people who supported the war 
at the time now question 
whether it was justified. 
“Exeter MP Ben Bradshaw 
is failing to speak for his con- 
stituents who overwhelm- 
ingly oppose the policy of the 
government.” 
EXETER STOP THE WAR 
COALITION 


‘Victorian’ 


bosses 


attack the weakest 
and most needy 


THE recent announcement 
of the permanent closures 
of social security offices in 
the Birmingham area will 
create huge problems for 
the weakest in society. 

Local social security 
offices have served the 
community for many years 
and the hardship for the 
disabled and pensioners 
has not been included in 
the thinking behind the 
changes. 

It will become 
increasingly difficult for 
people claiming benefits to 
get to an inner city office, in 
particular for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. This 
will include people claiming 
Income Support, Incapacity 
Benefit and for pension 
enquiries. 

Jobcentre Plus and 
Pension Centre Offices are 
allegedly geared up to take 
on these roles, but the 
sprinkling of these offices 
will be unable to meet the 
demands of the people who 
use them. 

The Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP) 
also intends to reduce by 
20,000, and maybe more, 
the number of staff it 
employs nationwide. 

Staff members employed 
by the DWP are already 
under severe strain to cope 
with workloads. The job- 
cutting exercise will only 
serve to exacerbate the 
problem. 

This will inevitably lead to 
a substandard service, 
delivered by offices that are 
out of reach to some of the 
most needy sections of 
society. 

Local social security 
offices are in their own way 
very unique. We are inner 
city offices and have a 
multicultural staff and 
customers. 

The staffs at these sites 
have a better 
understanding of the needs 
of people in the area. 

It is shameful that this 
government is condoning 
the removal of local 
services for purely financial 
purposes. 

For instance, it does 
seem quite odd that 
Jobcentre Plus has made 
no plans on what to do with 
the fraud sections that are 
affected by closures. 

We could argue, quite 
reasonably, that the 
intention is to privatise the 
fraud section of the system. 
And in saying that, | believe 
the endgame is to privatise 
the whole of the benefits 
system, full stop! 

Let’s take a look at what 
has been happening over 
the last couple of years. 

First off was the 
formation of Jobcentre Plus 
and the Pathfinder sites 
that were first in the rollout. 

They decided that staff 
safety didn’t really matter to 
them and insisted that all 
Jobcentre Plus offices 
would be completely open 
plan. There would be no 
safety security screens. 

After a bitter strike it was 
agreed between 
management and the PCS 
that no existing staff member 
would be forced to work 
without a safety screen. 

Soon after that came the 
absence policy. | recall the 
time when we had a sick 
absence policy, but this 


management are now in the 
game of not caring whether 
their employees are sick. 

They have insisted that if 
you take any more than 
eight days sick leave per 
year, you will be facing 
inefficiency action, which 
could lead to dismissal. 

So now we have an 
overworked, underpaid, 
totally stressed workforce 
that is too frightened to get 
ill. 

It didn’t take management 
long to start turning the 
screw once more. 

The dress code was 
imposed on the workforce, 
which made it a disciplinary 
offence for men to attend 
work without wearing a shirt 
and tie. In some cases 
workers were fined up to 15 
percent of their salary. 

As far as I’m concerned 
the government were 
backing legalised robbery. 

For the poorly paid staff, 
who earn from £9,000 to 
£12,000 per year, this was 
a kick in the teeth. 

The lowest paid 
members of staff were 
forced to use their own low 
salary to finance a dress 
code that is totally 
unnecessary. Ninety 
percent of the workforce 
never see the public, so 
why the shirt and tie rule? 

Performance 
development systems are 
now being introduced by 
the department, which is an 
all-out attack on the 
earnings of all staff. 

Extended opening hours 
are going to be imposed 
within the next few weeks 
and the impact on staff 
could be devastating. 

Staff serving the public 
are under severe pressure 
from the moment they 
arrive at work until the 
public area closes in the 
evening. An extension in 
opening times will increase 
the pressure to intolerable 
levels. 

Management's answer to 
this is simple: “If you don’t 
like it, you don’t have to 
work for us.” Very Victorian. 

To top the whole thing 
off, management are now 
going to implement a union 
facility time policy. 

They are now in the 
business of trying to rip out 
the heart of the PCS by 
making it impossible for 
PCS reps to represent their 
members. 

This is being done by 
reducing the time allocated 
to reps for union business 
at a local, regional and 
national level. 

PCS members will be 
balloted on industrial action 
to combat the onslaught 
sought by the DWP 
management. 

We will not lie down in 
the face of growing attacks 
by management. 

It would seem DWP 
management would love to 
see a return to a Victorian 
Britain, where employees 
have few rights in the 
workplace and trade unions 
have none. 

We are not slaves. We do 
have rights. And we will fight 
the excesses of what is an 
intransigent, backward- 
thinking employer. 

DENNIS FITZPATRICK, 
PCS branch organiser, 
Birmingham DWP 
(personal capacity) 
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A WEEK of protest against a huge government- 
sponsored arms fair kicked off with a march 
through central London last Saturday. 

On Tuesday morning there was a lively protest outside 
the arms fair itself in east London’s Docklands, and yet 
more protests were set for Wednesday. 


The British government is 
pouring hundreds of thou- 
sands of public money into 
the Defence Systems and 
Equipment International 
(DSEi) arms fair. 

Thousands of representa- 
tives of governments and arms 
firms from around the world 
converged on east London to 
discuss the buying and selling 
of everything from tanks and 
guns to missiles and cluster 
bombs. 

At least two producers of 
depleted uranium shells are 
exhibiting at the fair. 

The last time the DSEi 
arms fair was held in 2001, 
undercover reporters found il- 
legal land-mines being sold. 

Also during the last arms 
fair, the events of 11 Septem- 
ber took place. 

While in colleges and work- 
places across the country mil- 
lions of people stopped work 
out of respect for the victims, 
the arms manufacturers contin- 
ued their trade. 

You can imagine the ex- 
citement with which they 
greeted the proposed “war on 
terrorism”. 

A top police spokesman 
said last week that their “aim 
is to 
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East London Against 
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provide a safe environment for 
all those involved with DSEi.” 

No such “safe environ- 
ment” will be there for the 
thousands of men, women and 
children who will face the 
weapons on sale at the arms 
fair. 

Regimes with some of the 
world’s worst human rights 
records such as Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and Colombia will be 
attending the arms fair. 

They were all invited by 
Tony Blair’s government. De- 
fence secretary Geoff Hoon 
was to open the event. 

Anger at the arms fair and 
New Labour’s support for it 
saw thousands of people trav- 
elling to Docklands to join a 
week of protests, vigils and 
blockades. 

Last Saturday the Cam- 
paign Against the Arms 
Trade brought almost 1,500 
people together to march 
through central London. 

Greens, peace activists and 
stop the war campaigners 
marched with anti-capitalists 
and others on an entirely 
peaceful march. 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
were to see a whole variety of 
protests. Globalise Resistance 
brought a huge pink tank on 
Tuesday. 

There was to be a Critical 
Mass cycle ride. 

The movement against the 
war on Iraq united millions in 
their opposition. 

That unity was also evident 
in the streets of east London this 
week, opposing New Laboutr’s 
trade in blood. 


THOUSANDS OF people were 
descending on the resort of 
Cancun in Mexico this week to 
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Cancun you believe esas 
world trade ministers, rich 


business leaders and their 
hangers-on at the World Trade 


1 1 
? Organisation (WTO) summit. 
it? New Labour trio  ikegametases 
i include ministers from 150 


countries, will be staying in the 
splendour of luxury hotels with 
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their every need catered for. 

U N eC q eC S U | | They will be guarded by the 

police and the army, who have 


Thousands protest 
against arms fal 


set up a two-mile exclusion zone 
around the summit. 

The British delegation is led 
by New Labour’s Patricia 
Hewitt, Margaret Beckett and 
Baroness Amos. 

A private jet was taking 
them to a junket costing 
£50,000 of our public money. 

The threesome are living it 
up at the five-star Fiesta Amer- 
ican Grand Coral Beach hotel. 

They are surrounded by 
marbled floors, crystal and gold 
decorations and a 660-foot 
swimming pool. 

They will be able to feast on 
duck foie gras pate or lobster 
brochette and wash it down with 
Chateau Lafite (£632 a bottle). 

This is at a summit sup- 
posed to be about helping the 
half of the world’s population 
forced to try and survive on less 
than $2 a day. Hewitt will spend 
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four times that (of our money) 
on a cup of coffee at her hotel. 
Nothing symbolises more 
what the summit is about. 
The WTO polices world 
trade rules and is in effect con- 
trolled by the world’s richest 
countries—the US, European 
Union, Japan and Canada. 


Hewitt—living it up 


They will be trying to carve 
up global trade to enrich the 
big multinationals at the ex- 
pense of the poorest. 

The British delegation is at 
the forefront of trying to push 
through measures that will hit 
workers and poor farmers 
across the Third World. 

These measures include an 
investment agreement aimed at 
stopping governments from reg- 
ulating foreign investors or from 
curbing multinationals. 

The Mexican police were 
ready to use every weapon at 
their disposal to keep the poor, 
peasants, trade unionists, anti- 
capitalists and any protesters 
from disrupting the WTO. 

But protesters were deter- 
mined to make their voice 
heard despite the repression. 

Gabriel, who is protesting in 
Cancun, says, “No doubt mil- 
lions of dollars have been 
poured into security to ensure 
that the voices of some thou- 
sand corporate reps and na- 
tional diplomats can be heard 
above the thousands of mem- 
bers of civil society. But the 
masses will be heard.” 
Socialist Worker will carry 
reports of the Cancun summit 
Picture: Socialist Worker and protests next week. 
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